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Forord

Ett projekt av den dignitet som vi nu har bedrivit i Eke, dir vi nu dr inne pd fjdrde dret, och som var planerat
att bli det sista, dr definitivt inte ett projekt som man driver utan stora insatser fran mdnga och det finns all
anledning hir att lyfta fram de insatser som gjorts av manga for att projektet har kunnat komma till och
kommit sd lingt i utforskandet av Ekekusten och dess intressanta historia

Dessa filtkurser i arkeologi genomfors sedan 1998 i samarbete med Folkhdgskolan i Hemse, som hdller i alla
de praktiska saker om skall skotas med boende, mat, registreringar, transporter etc etc, Ett arrangemang som
har fungerat utmdrk och dér vi vill rikta ett innerligt tack till personalen pi folkan for utmirkt genomforda
arrangemang. Hir bor ocksd nimnas min kollega pd Arendus, arkeolog Christian Hoffman, och arkeologo
och osteolog Petter Aleson, som tog hand om Prévapiginget vecka 28.

Kursen detta andra dr av pandemin genomfordes enbart i form av den traditionella svenska kursen, ndgon
internationell kurs i likhet med tidigare dr, bortsett fran forra dret, kom inte heller detta dr att genomforas
mot bakgrund av covid-19 pandemin. Detta till trots var det dnda tvd frin utlandet som valde att folja vira
ordinarie kurser. Ddrtill medverkade ocksd tvd studenter fran Uppsala universitet och en student frin
universitet i Bologna i Italien som en del i deras utbildning pd masternivd och praktik.

I dr kom kursen att vara pd 5 veckor, mot tidigare 4 veckor, och med de littnade i restriktioner med tanke pi
pandemin och en uppdimd dnskan om att griva gjorde i princip att kurserna kom att bli fulltecknade. Vi
kom att bli mellan 22 och 26 deltagare per vecka under de fem veckor filtarbetet pagick och vi fick
spiannande, konstiga och forvinande resultat!. Alla ni som deltog dr alla virda ett stort tack, ni har pd ett
avgorande sitt fort forskningen om Gotland framdt; Maria Andersson, Albin Aronsson, Alice Rosa Brusin,
Mikke Brinnstrom, Konrad Lundberg, Katarina Nordquist, Mona Windh, Anna Sointula, Cherie Jeanette
Larkin, Samantha Rach Nimmo, Jana Ivcovic, Josefin Hultmar, Stefan Eliasson, Angela Jaconelli Lind,
Monica Hjelm, Anette Augustsson, Axl Fredriksson Wahlund, Anita Lifvendahl, Leif Kindahl, Ann-Sofie
Eriksson, Anette Svensson, Sarah Ljessnoi, Sture Carlson, Ewa Thelén, Lena Hansson, Catharina
Stierngranat Folke, Stefan Nord, Kristina Into-Malmberg, Mats Millberg, Jesper Ronnholm, Carina Dircks,
Rolf Andersson, Magnus Hedlund, Asa Hedlund, Jan Zidén, Leif Jansson, Helene Malmberg, Lars Eklund,
Gunilla Hedbrant, Mats Karlsson, Ulla Nordstrom, Carin Runquist, Mats Tivenius, Johnny Wallin, Erik
Wasell, och Birgitta Agren.

Men for att ett projekt av den hir digniteten skall fungera dr det en hel del runt omkring som ocksd mdste
fungera. Inte minst giller det att det finns positiva markdgare, och det vill jag tydligt understryka att utan
all den hjilp vi fitt frin markdgarna Mats Hallvede och Kerstin Hildingsson vid Gudings i Eke, Roger
Lundberg vid Ronnings i Grétlingbo och Henrik Lagerin i Rone, hade det aldrig gdtt att genomfora
utgrivningen. Vi dr er ett innerligt stort tack skyldiga for att ha bistitt oss under dessa dr med allt frin att
grusa vdg, till att roja marken och till att hjilpa oss att higna in vdra grivplatser.

En arkeologisk utgrivning dr dock inte slut bara for att filtkursen dr slut, det vidtar ett ofta omfattande och
tidsddande arbete att dversitta sommarens resultat till ndgot som kan lisas av alla. I detta ligger dven mdnga
gdnger omfattande analysarbeten, inte minst att lita gora dldersbestidmningar av méinniskor eller stolpar
eller andra limningar och verktyget heter dd framst 14C analyser, dd fynden dr forhallandevis fd.

Under den tid som projektet pagitt har det visat sig vara av ovdrderlig hjdlp att kunna nyttja 14C i arbetet
med att tolka historien, inte minst mot bakgrund av att foremdl inte alltid pdtriffats som kan ge en antydan
om dlder. Med ett mycket generdst bildrag fran DBWV:S Stiftelse kommer vi nu kunna genomféra en analys



av 3 prover detta dr. Ett stort tack for bidraget som tveklOst dr en forutsitining for analysen av historien i
Eke. Vi har dven haft en ansékan hos Berit Wallenbergs stiftelse for att komplettera med ytterligare 7 stycken
14C prover, som pid ett utmirkt sitt skulle komplettera tidigare beslutade analysprover. Tyuvirr fick vi inget
stod frin stiftelsen, varvid Arendus AB har gdtt in och sponsrat med kompletterande 7 prover.
Sammanstillningen av de undersékta limningarna har gjorts av Alice Rosa Brusin, Cherie Jeanette Larkin
och Anna Sointula.

Det bor ha framgitt av det ovan sagda, att det ir en synnerligen omfattande verksamhet att bedriva
filtkurser i arkeologi som vi ju gjort i en foljd av dr, och jag md ha idéer om vad vi borde beforska, men utan
all er medverkan, stod och support, hade jag fitt ndja mig med blotta tanken att forsoka ldsa gdtan med
kustens limningar. Ni skall veta att ni under alla dessa dr vi har bedrivit dessa kurser pd ett mycket
avgorande sitt har fort kunskapen om den gotlindska historien framit!

Qo —

Doc. Dan Carlsson
Projektledare
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Introduktion

Rapporten sammanfattar det fjarde arets arkeologiska undersokningar inom projektet “The
Connecting Point”, i form av en kortfattad redogorelse for resultaten fran en kompletterande
undersokning av fornlamningsmiljon vid vallanldggningen Gudings slott. Slutsatserna fran drets
gravningar dr att se som preliminéra, da en slutlig skrift kommer att sammanstéllas efter avslutade
faltundersokningar inom ramen for projektet.

Undersokningarna under projektets fjarde ar har framfor allt handlat om att fordjupa kunskapen
om historien kring vallanldggningen Gudings slott och da framfor allt frdgan om datering och
tolkning av de lamningar som har patréffats soder om sjdlva vallanldggningen, lamningar som tills
forra aret inte var kdnda. Omradet utgjorde tidigare synnerligen tit, igenvaxt och slyig ungskog,
men genom de omfattande rojningar som genomforts av markdgarna Mats Hallvede och Kerstin
Hildingsson har ett helt nytt landskap framtrétt

Langs en ds som stracker sig frdn vallanldggningen mot soder har kunnat registrerats ett 15-tal
skilda lamningar i form av saval mojliga gravar som husgrunder och mer oregelbundna och oklara
stenhogar, sammanforda i ett omrdde som betecknas som boplats- och gravomrade (L2021:1494).
Tyngdpunkten i sommarens utgravningar har berort detta omrade. Kompletterande
undersokningar har skett inom sjédlva vallanldggningen i form av en formodad husgrund i norra
delen av Gudings slott (L2021:1495) och dartill tva av gravarna i det sodra gravfiltet inom
vallanldggningen (L1977:4153). Ytterligare en anldggning (L2021:1493), beldgen ca 300 meter
sydvidst om Gudings slott och pd en tydlig grusas som l6pet genom landskapet fran sydvast mot
nordost, undersoktes en anldggning for att folja upp om omkringliggande enskilda lamningar.

En vésentlig inrikting under sommarens utgravningar har varit att &ven pabdrja en jaimforande
studie i kringliggande socknar (Rone och Grotlingbo) for att fa ett grepp om situationen i Eke kan
ses som specifik eller som en del i en generell bild av forhdllandena léngs den gotlandska kusten
under loppet av jarnadldern. I detta syfte kom en grav att undersokas i Grotlingbo socken
(L1976:750) och en husgrund av samma karaktédr som i Eke, i Rone socken (L1975:1157).

Rapporten dr huvudsakligen forfattad pd svenska, men dar anldggningsbeskrivningarna dr pa
engelska, bade for att medforfattarna inte fullodigt beharskar svenska och for att vi vill nd ut med
resultaten till en bredare, internationell publik.

Dan Carlsson

Projektansvarig
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Figur 1. Kartutsnitt 6ver del av Gotland som visar undersékningsomradet éversiktligt, beldget ldngs kusten av
sydéstra Gotland. Kélla © Lantméteriet.
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Inledning

Projektet The Connecting Point

For att belysa den kustnéra aktiviteten under
vikingatid pa Gotland paborjades under
sommaren 2018 och inom ramen for projektet
The Connecting Point, arkeologiska
undersokningar med syftet att skapa en battre
kunskap om forhistoriska och medeltida
aktiviteter langs den gotlandska kusten.

Foreliggande rapport dr en kortfattad
redogorelse for det fjarde arets arkeologiska
undersokningar inom ramen for projektet. En
mer sammanfattande, slutlig och djuplodande
redovisning kommer att ske efter att faltdelen
inom projektet dr avslutad och for en mer
detaljerad redovisning av projektets mal och
syfte hdnvisas till de tre tidigare rapporterna
fran projektet; Rapport Arendus 2018:35,
2020:2 och 2020:34.

Syftet med arets undersokningar lag inom tva
avgransade centrala fragestéllningar. I det ena
fallet var fragan om hur de omfattande spar av
skilda typer av lamningar som nyligen
patraffats omedelbart soder om
vallanldggningen Guding slott skall tolkas och
forstas i sammanhang med vallanlédggningen
och de begravningar som finns i och omkring
vallen (L2021:1494). Det ror sig synbarligen
bade om husldmningar av liknande
konstruktion som de lamningar som tidigare
undersokts ca 600 meter ldngre mot vister,
savidl som gravar, diffusa stenhogar, en del
stenrader och andra mer oklara
konstruktioner.

Lamningarna stracker sig i forlangningen av
den as som vallanldggningen Gudings slott dr
beldgen pa och liangs en strdacka av ca 300
meter frdn vallanldggningen och soderut, ner
mot den forna kusten.

Den andra centrala fragan som skulle till del
belysas med drets undersokningar rérde
huruvida den bild som borjar framtrdda inom

Eke dr att se som nagot specifikt for denna
plats och socken, eller om historien som kan
utlédsas i Eke har sin motsvarighet inom
angransande bygder lings kusten. Med andra
ord, om situationen i Eke vid Gudings slott, &r
ett unikum eller en del av ett generellt férlopp.
For att ndgot belysa denna fraga har
begransade arkeologiska utgravningar skett
inom sdvéal Rone socken som Grotlingbo
socken (figur 2).

Undersokningsomradet

Den arkeologiska undersokningen under
sommaren 2021 kom saledes att berora tre
skilda kustmiljoer, beldgna inom tre
angransande socknar langs den sydostra delen
av Gotland (figur 1). Tyngdpunkten i arets
arkeologiska undersokningar kom att handla
om att fa en béttre klarhet i hur de lamningar
skall tolkas och forstas som nyligen upptackts
omedelbart soder om vallanldggningen
Gudings slott i Eke socken
(fornlamningsnummer 1.2021:1494). Genom
markégarnas forsorg har omrddet rojts och
gjorts tillgangligt och harvid har ett flertal mer
eller mindre diffusa lamningar kunnat noterats
och de dr sammanforda till fornlamning
L2021:1494, benamnd boplats- och
gravomrade. Vid de fortsatta
taltinventeringarna har ytterligare lamningar
patréffats som kommer att registreras i
Fornreg inom ramen for arets undersokningar.

Utover dessa lamningar soder om
vallanldggningen, har d&ven kompletterande
undersokningar skett inom sjdlva
vallanldggningen Gudings slott, genom att en
formodad husldamning (L2021:1495) och tva
gravar undersokts, dessa senare inom
gravfiltet L1977:4153. Vidare inom omrddet i
anslutning till vallanldggningen Gudings slott
har en férmodad grav, beldgen ca 300 meter
sydvidst om vallanldggningen, undersokts
(L2021:1493).
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Figur 2. Kartan illustrerar beldgenheten av de tre miljéer inom vilka arkeologiska undersékningar genomférdes under
sommaren 2021, sett i relation till Eke kyrka och dagens bebyggelse. De undersékta ldmningarna i Eke och Rone
ligger ca 4 km fran landsvégen, invid vilken gardarna som regel aterfinns idag. Kélla Lantméteriet.

En vésentlig frdga infor drets arkeologiska bestaende av savil husldmningar som gravar,

undersokningar har, som ovan ndmnts, varit stenvallar, diffusa stenhdgar, batlanningar som

om den historia som borjar framtrdada inom stenar med slipréannor, helt i linje med

Eke-lokalen &r att forsta som unik, eller om forhallandena i Eke.

motsvarande historia kan beldggas langs

kusten inom andra omréaden. For att ndgot I Grotlingbo socken, gransande till Eke socken

belysa frdgan genomférdes under sommaren i véster, och inom en lokal om uppvisar

initiala provundersokningar inom sévil Rone samma typ av lamningar som vid Gudings

socken som Grotlingbo socken. slott, inte minst i form av en vallanldggning
(fornborg), stenhdgnader, diffusa

I Rone socken undersoktes en lamning som husldmningar/tomtningar, gravar och stenar

tidigare varit registrerad som grav, men som med sliprannor, kom en férmodad grav att

vid ndrmare betraktande visade sig vara en undersokas (L1976:750). Syftet med

husgrund med tydliga skalmurar, av i princip undersdkningen av graven, liksom av

samma form och utseende som inom Eke husldmningen i Rone, var bade att belysa form

tidigare undersokta huslamningar (se tidigare och funktion och att tidfdsta lamningen och

rapporter). Fornlamningen i Rone, registrerad relatera dem till historien i Eke.

som L1975:1157, ingar i en synnerligen

komplex och intressant fornlamningsmiljo, I det foljande avsnittet foljer en dversiktlig

redogorelse for resultaten av arets
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arkeologiska undersokningar. For en mer
detaljerad beskrivning av arets undersockta
fornldamningar/anldggningar, samt dateringar
etc, hdanvisas till kapitlet om anldggningar/
schakt, i del 2 av rapporten.

Sist i rapporten finns en sammanstéllning av
den osteologiska analysen och fyndlistor fran
de undersokta lamningarna samt rapporter
over specialstudier rorande omradet utférda
av i féltarbetena deltagande Masterstudenter
frdn Uppsala Universitet, Campus Gotland
och en Erasmusstudent fran Bologna-
universitetet i Italien, samt av detlagarna i
taltgrupp 1.

Foreliggande avrapportering av drets
arkeologiska undersckningar dr att se som en
delstudie och inte som en slutredovisning av
projektet som helhet. Detta i och med att det
nu planeras ett femte och ett sjdtte &r inom
ramen for projektet till &r 2023, varefter
projektets samlade resultat kommer att
sammanfattas i en slutpublikation.

11
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Undersokningarna i Eke

Omradet

Tyngdpunkten i de arkeologiska
undersokningarna under sommaren 2021 har
legat i omradet i anslutning till och inom
vallanldggningen Guding slott.
Huvudsakligen har det berort ett komplext
fornlamningsomrdde som stréacker sig langs en
svag as soderut from sodra delen av
vallanldggningen Gudings slott. Hir finns en
ca 50 meter bred, flack &s som stracker sig ca
300 meter mot sydost, ddar den 6vergdr i ett

flackt och 6ppet landskap som fortsitter ner
mot dagens fiskeldge Djaupvik.

Omrédet var tidigare tdckt av tat ungskog med
mycket stort inslag av sly, vilket har gjort det
mer eller mindre omgjligt att kartldgga
forekomsten av lamningar i omradet. Vi vet
genom utmarkningen i laga skifteskartan, att
hir finns en form av “stenvall”, vilket
noterades av lantmdtaren vid uppréttandet av
skifteskartan, men den tédta vegetationen hade
hittills gjort det ndrmast omdojligt att beldgga
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Figur 3. Forekommande lamningar vid vallanliggningen Gudings slott (L1977:4059). Utdver tidigare registrerade limningar har

under sommaren ytterligare limningar kunnat identifierats. Det ror bland annat tvd husgrunder lingst i sydost i kartan och ett
flertalk diffusa stenhégar och svaga stenrader i dstra delen som troligen hor ihop med rensning av den forna stranden frin sten for

att mojliggora angorandet av bdtar.
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vad denna markering av lantmaétaren stod for.
Dartill &r terrangen generellt synnerligen rik
pa storre och mindre stenar vilket ytterligare
torsvarar tolkningen.

Genom att omrddet pa ett mycket fortjanstfullt
sdtt hade rojts av markdgarna var det nu
majligt att ocksa utldsa sparen i omradet. Asen
i sig utgors uppenbarligen av grus och sten,
dar det forekommer generellt mycket stora
mangder grastenar, bade av mindre och storre
storlek, vilket har gjort det vanskligt att avgora
av manniskan konstruerade anldggningar.

Kartbilden, figur 3 pa foregdende sida,
illustrerar de lamningar som har kunnat
identifierats, satta i relation till
vallanldggningen Gudings slott och dar
identifierade gravar. Bilden skall ses som ett
minimum av anldggningar, da det sdkerligen
finns fler lamningar, men att de &r mer eller
mindre osynliga ovan jord, eller av sddan form
att de kan tas som naturbildning. Det finns
minst sju husgrunder inom omradet utanfor
vallanldggningen, dértill ett tiotal stenhogar av

Figur 4. I bildens borte del syns den svaga ds som striicker sig frin vallanliggningen Gudings slott (lings till hoger i bilden) ner

skilda slag, ddr en del kan vara gravar. I den
Ostra delen, i nagot lagre ldge, finns ett flertal
stenlagda terrasser och stenstrangar, vilka
mojligen markerar batlanningar, kajer och
avgransningar av bebyggda delar.

Av de lamningar som har kunnat identifieras
inom den avgrdnsade fornlamningen
L2021:1494 har totalt tre husgrunder, tre
lamningar av gravar/stenhogar och tva
omraden med stenstrangar undersokts eller
delundersokts under sommarens faltkurs.

Tyngdpunkten i undersokningarna i Eke lag
saledes inom omradet soder om
vallanlaggningen Gudings slott, men &ven tre
lamningar inom sjdlva vallanldggningen
undersoktes. I den norra delen, med koppling
till sjdlva vallen, undersoktes en lamning som
var upptagen i kulturmiljoregistret som
husgrund (L2021:1495) och inom det gravfalt
som finns i sodra delen av vallanldggningen
(L1977:4153) undersoktes tva gravar, som ett
komplement till tidigare undersokta gravar’.

W R

mot havet till vinster i bilden. Pd dsen finns talrika spdr av huslimningar, stenhégar, kajkanter och mdjliga gravar. I forgrunden

dr det lagt liggande, helt stenfria, forna, angoringsplatsen for bitar.

1 Rapport Arendus 2018:35, rapport Arendus 2020:2



Ytterligare en formodad grav, ca 2,5 meter i
diameter, kom att undersokas i Eke, beldgen ca
300 meter sydvést om vallanldggningen. Det
rorde sig om en liten flack stenpackning
beldgen pa kronet av en tydlig strandvall.

I det foljande gors en oversiktlig genomgang
av undersokta lamningar med ett utkast till
analys och tolkning. For en mer detaljerad
redovisning av de enskilda undersokta
lamningarna och for en 6verblick av
undersokta lamningar hanvisas till del 2 i
foreliggande rapport.

Fornldamning 1.2021:1494

Fornlamning 1.2021:1494 bestar av ett flertal
skilda lamningar sammanforda till ett nummer
i och med svarigheten att skilja dem at och att

det av allt att doma finns mer av anldggningar
an vad som har kunnat sarskiljas i markytan
(se figur 3). Av dessa lamningar kom 8 skilda
lamningar att undersokas arkeologiskt till
storre eller mindre grad. De d&r numrerade 1-9
och bestdr av ett par husgrunder, nagra troliga
gravar, ett par oklara stenhogar och dartill
stenvallar/kajskoningar.

House foundations

Husgrunderna i omrddet &r i flera fall vél
synliga med tydliga skalmurar uppbyggda av
varierade stenstorlekar, medan andra troliga
huslamningar dr mer diffusa. Genomgaende &r
att de forefaller vara mer eller mindre raserade
och de &r i hog grad overtorvade vilket
forsvarar tolkningen.
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vinstra langsidan i bilden.

Figur 5. Husgrunden, anliggning 5, sedd frin vister mot dster ut mot det 6ppna landskapet. Skalmuren syns tydligast lings den



Tva husgrunder kom att undersokas i sin
helhet vad giller det inre rummet, dér
undersokningen av den tredje innebar att
undersoka ett inhdgnat omrade intill sjdlva
husgrunden, dédr husgrunden inte berdrdes av
utgrdavningen.

Den utan tvekan tydligaste husldmningen
utgjordes av anldggning 5 (2021:1494), dar
man redan innan avtorvning och rensning
kunde se formen av en skalmur (figur 5). Det
anmdrkningsvérda dr stenstorleken som bildar
grunden for husldmningen, dér stenarna langs
den 6stra kortsidan utmarker sig sarskilt med
mycket stora stenar. I denna husgrund fanns
en tydlig hird langs den sodra ldngsidan,
anlagd pa sddant sitt att den definitivt skall
ses som en del av huset. Genom det kol som
fanns i hdrden har anldggningen kunnat
dateras och da till ett korrelerat vdrde pa AD
655-707, det vill saga vendeltid.

Inga foremal patraffades 6verhuvudtaget inom
eller i anslutning till husgrunden, férutom ett
mindre ben av djur, troligen av fdr, inom
anldggningen och en héstskosom strax utanfor
det nordvéstra hornet av husgrunden.

De 6vriga tva undersokta husgrunderna rorde
en mindre, tdimligen diffus anldggning langre
mot nordvast langs dsen och ett omrade intill
en husgrund langre mot sydost. Den forra
husgrunden var ca 6 x 5 meter stor och med en
inre yta av ca 2,8 x 1,6 meter med diffusa
vallar. Inga konstruktioner patraffades i den,
inte heller framkom ndgra foremal eller for
den delen trékol som underlag for datering.
Husgrundens form &r en enklare variant av
den ovan redovisade lamningen, daterad till
vendeltid, men likvil av motsvarande
konstruktion. For 6vrigt kan noteras att ingen
av husgrunderna uppvisade nagra stolphal
inne i byggnaden, inte heller nagra andra
konstruktioner kopplade till byggnaderna.

Den tredje undersokningen som rérde en
husgrund avsag en husgrund i sodra delen av
asen (L2021:1494:6). Denna husgrund avviker
en del fran 6vriga huslamningar genom att det

Figur 6. Eldstaden intill sodra linguiggen i huset anliggning

fanns tydliga stenvallar som inringar en yta
intill husgrunden. Undersokningen av denna
miljo kom att koncentreras till ytan utanfér
sjdlva huslimningen, med tanken att det

mdjligen stod att aterfinna mer material
utanfor husen dn i husen. Det visade sig ocksa

o

5, med kraftigt skérbrinda stérre stenar.
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att hdr fanns en markant hird, beldgen direkt
intill en av de stenmurar som kopplar till
husgrunden, med skorbrénda storre stenar och
kol. Intressant att notera dr att &ven denna
anldggning kunde dateras till vendeltid (AD
673-876), i likhet med huslamningen
anldggning 5. I direkt anslutning till en av
stenvallarna till husgrunden pétraffades ocksa
en vilbevarad fibula fran 400-tal, dvs
overgangstid romersk jarnalder-
folkvandringstid.

. &

A A )
e
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Fiqur 7. En vilbevarad fibula frdn omkring AD 400,
padtriffad i kanten av stenvallen intill husgrund 6 (L1494:6).



Det dr rimligt att anta att de dateringar som
erhéllits frdn elstdderna utgodr ndgot av en
slutdatering av anviandandet av dessa
konstruktioner, Daremot dr det svarare att
avgora hur langt bak i tiden verksamhet har
forekommit inom omrddet. Fyndet av fibulan
frén 400-talet pekar mot att verksamheten i
omradet har rotter i dtminstone sen romersk
jarnalder, vilket dock inte automatiskt innebér
att huslamningen ocksd har det.

Sammantaget, trots frdnvaron av datering av
ett av de tre husen, &r det tydligt att dessa skall
knytas till vendeltid. Frdnvaron av foremal,
kulturlager och andra konstruktioner i dessa
gor det vanskligt att tolka deras funktion, men
beldgenheten pa en udde ut i det ddtida havet
indikerar uppenbarligen att de har med fiske
och jakt vid havet att gora.

Gravar/stenhogar

Vid sidan om dessa husgrunder kom dven tre
runda stenhogar att undersokas, vilka hade
tolkats som mojliga gravar innan
undersokning. Tvd av de undersokta
stenhogarna var upp till 5 meter i diameter
och en var 2,5 meter. De d&r numrerade som
L2021:1494 anldggning 1, 2 respektive 4 (se
beskrivningarna och placeringen av dessa i del
2 av rapporten). De var timligen svara att
avgransa och det fanns ingen
tydlig kantkedja eller andra
tecken pa att det ror sig om
gravar, enbart att de forefoll vara
ndrmast runda innan
undersokning.

Den mindre av dem bestod av en
nirmast cirkelformad
anldggning omgiven av timligen

Figur 8. Inom anliggning L2021:1494
anliggning 1 fanns en tydlig mindre
stencirkel av storre stenar som bildade en
trolig forn av gravliggning. Inom denna
cirkel pitriffades ett antal delar av grova
rorben, sannolikt frin méinniska, daterade till
tidig romersk jirndlder.

stora stenar och med ett lagt liggande centralt
omrade (L2021:1494 Anl. 2). Undersokningen
visade inte pa nagra konstruktioner, dér stenar
synbarligen ldg direkt pa det sterila gruset.
Inga foremal, inget kol och inga
konstruktioner i 6vrigt kunde noteras.

Det &r inte orimligt att det ror sig om en
naturbildning, med tanke pé asens allmédnna
innehadll av omfattande mangder av sten av
varierande storlek.

Langre mot soder kom en storre anldggning att
till halften undersokas (L2021:1494 Anl. 4). Det
rorde sig om en oregelbunden stenhog
bestdende av flera lager av sten dar inga
konstruktionsdetaljer med sdkerhet kunde
noteras. Anldggningen inneholl inga foremal. 1
botten, under flera lager sten, framkom en del
trakol utan ndgon tydlig koppling till en hard
eller annan anlidggning. En datering av detta
kol gav som resultat AD 244-402 korrelerat,
dvs yngre romersk jarnalder. Det &r dock
oklart vad detta kol hanfor sig till, men med
tanke pa dess ldge i relation till
stenpackningen &r det mycket som talar for att
den ger en indikation om alder pa
stenpackningen.

Den tredje tolkade méjliga graven (bilden
nedan) inom fornlamning 1.2021:1494 var
beldgen omedelbart soder om sodra delen av




vallanldggningen Gudings slott, pd en svag
hojd i landskapet (L2021:1494 Anl. 1). Den
framtradde som en diffus och oregelbunden
flack stenhog dar ytterkanten bestod av en del
storre stenar som stillvis kunde tolkas som
kantkedja, eller, laings den 6stra sidan, som
grund for en husgrund. Den var med andra
ord tamligen diffus till formen och svartolkad.

Undersokningen gav inget klart svar om hur
anldggningen som helhet skall forstds. Nagra
foremadl, utover en héstskosom, patraffades
inte. Endast inom ett omrade, i nordvéstra
delen av anldggningen, fanns en konstruktion
som indikerade en mojlig grav. Den utgjordes
av en rund anldggning, ca 2 meter i diameter,
bestaende av en kant av storre grastenar med
ett inre med enstaka stenar.

Bland dessa stenar, centralt i anldggningen,
kom en handfull obrdnda ben, totalt 48 gram, i
form av 35 fragment, 0,5-7 cm stora. Det rorde
sig om delar av roérben, troligen fran
maénniska. 4C datering av benen gav en
datering till AD 23-203. Om dateringen
stimmer (”the sample shows a heighten C/N-
value, which means that BP-age should be
interpreted with cushion”), s &r det de forsta
spdren av att begravningar har skett i omradet
under den tid som sjdlva vallanldggningen
troligen var i bruk.

De tre undersokta mojliga gravarna gav ingen
sédker slutsats om hur de skall tolkas. Endast i
en av dem patrdffades ben som kunde knytas
till mest sannolikt ménniska, med avseende pa
de 6vriga gravliknande lamningarna gavs
inget tydligt svar om alla dessa mer eller
mindre runda stensamlingar skall ses som
gravar. Det har tidigare noterats att det &r
synnerligen vanskligt att avgora vad som ar
naturlig forekomst av sten och vad som &r att
se som man made constructions.

Det dr mycket troligt att det finns fler
lamningar som skall knytas till denna kategori
och det dr inte orimligt att har ryms flera
gravar. Man kan dock konstatera att de
utforda undersokningarna av lamningar inom
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ndmnda fornldmning langt ifran har gett en
fullstandig klar bild av férhallandena inom
omrddet, men resultaten hittills ger dock en
tydlig vink om att det handlar om en form av
"fiskeldge” fran vendeltid, med troligt
ursprung i yngre romersk jarnalder-
folkvandringstid.

Terrasser, stenvallar och mojliga kajer

Den tredje kategorin lamningar inom omrddet
betecknas som terrasser, vallar etc, uppbyggda
av sten. De aterfinns framfor allt 6ster om dsen
och huvudsakligen parallellt med den, i
overgangen till de lagldnta omrddena vilket
indikerar att det kan rora sig om rester av
landningsplatser for batar, kajer om man sa
vill (figur 9). Nivan de ligger pa &r ca 3,6 till 4
meter 6ver havet. Man kan tydligt se att
sarskilt ett omrade, som i dstra kanten
avgransas av ett storre, avlangt rose, med sten,
ar helt stenfritt, vilket ger ett starkt intryck av
att omradet dr avsiktligt rojt frdn sten, dd med
avsikt att kunna ta in bétar till strandvallen.
Nagra av stenvallarna gar i réat vinkel frdn det
lagre liggande omradet, bildar tva parallella
rader och ger ett intryck av en batlanning eller
en form av rensad vdg ner mot det ldgre
liggande omrddet.

Man kan ocksd notera att utanfor asen mot
norr och nordost finns flera, laga stenvallar av
okdnd funktion, men som rumsligt kopplar till
stenvallarna och méjligen skall de ses som
delar av en form av landningsplats/hamnplats
for batar av mindre modell.

Pa tva stédllen bland dessa terrasser och vallar
genomfordes kortare eller langre smala schakt
for att forsdvka utrona deras konstruktion,
funktion och tidsstadllning. I det ena fallet
torvades en tydlig terrasskant fram for att fa
en battre bild av dess konstruktion. Langs en
strdcka pd ca 7 meter rensades terrassen fram
ner till ett sterilt gruslager (L2021:1496 Anl. 8).

Undersokningen visade att det fanns en tydlig
rad av stenar som bildade en form av skoning



Gudings slott

Figur 9. Schakten som berdrde anliggning 8 och 9 markerade med violett firg. Prickad brun linje markerar dsens strickning och
med bldtt dr inlagt den ungefirliga strandlinjen omkring tiden for romersk jarndlder. Bld prickar visar exakt inmdtta hojdpunkter.
Numreringen av anliggningarna hinfor sig till del 2, redovisningen av undersokta anliggningar.

langs kanten av den nord-sydgaende dsen och
pa vars véastra och hogre beldgna sida, finns
flera lamningar, medan det pa ostra sidan var
ett lagt liggande omrdde i det narmaste helt
fritt frdn sten. Nagon datering av
anldggningen kunde dock tyvérr inte uppnas,
inga fynd eller kolhorisonter patrédffades som
kunde bista i en tolkning om tid for
anldggningen.

Det dr dock tamligen tydligt att det ror sig om
en kantskoning till terrassen och majligen att
ytan dster om terrassen utgjort en
angoringsplats for batar. Ytan ligger pa en hojd
idag av ca 3,6 meter 6ver havet och rdknar
man med att det skett en uppgrundning och
igenvaxning av den forna stranden pd ca 0,5
meter kommer med en vattenniva pa ca 3,1
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meter 6ver dagens havsniva innebéra en
datering till tidig jarndlder, om vi raknar med
en landhojning pd 2 meter pd 1000 ar. Den
tiden rimmar vil med de spridda dateringar
som finns fran skilda stillen inom
vallanldggningen Gudings slott, liksom pa tva
dateringar som erhallits under arets
undersokningar, med dateringar till tidig
romersk jarndlder.

Den andra lamningen som undersoktes i form
av stenvallar utgjordes av tva parallella
stenrader, omgivande en svag sanka
(anldggning 9, figur 9). Vallarna loper
vinkelratt mot den ovan refererade terrassen
och pa ett inbordes avstand av ca 1,5-2 meter.
De borjar i det lagre liggande omradet i dster
och kan foljas upp pa hojden viasterut upp mot
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omprddet i dster.

ovan omnamnda anldggning som tolkats som
en trolig rest av grav. Stenvallarna kan tolkas
huvudsakligen pa tva sétt. Antingen ror det
sig om vad vi bendmner som batlanning, dvs
en frdn sten rensad rdnna i strandkanten
omgiven av tva stenvallar, mellan vilka man
drog upp bétar till torra land. Eller sa handlar
det om en form av vdg ner mot det lagre
liggande omrddet omgiven av tva stenvallar.
Med tanke pa den nyss ndimnda terrassen och
det stenfria omradet Oster ut dr det mest
sannolika att det handlar om en bétldnning,
vilket i sa fall starker tanken att det har varit
en angoringsplats for batar dster om asen
nagon gang under tidig jarnalder.

Fornldamning £.2021:1504

Foljer man den ovan omndmnda dsen med alla
dess lamningar finns i forlangningen
ytterligare lamningar ca 50-100 meter lingre
mot soder. I skogskanten i sydvast finns tva
husgrunder av samma typ som ovan
redogjorts for, beldgna intill varandra och pa
en svag hojd (L2021:7238). Dessa husgrunder

Figur 10. Anliggning 9, bestdende av tvd parallella stenrader som loper fran hojden i bildens bortre del,
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ner mot det ligre liggande

har inte undersckts men de dr av samma
karaktdr som 6vriga husgrunder inom
omradet och bor sdkerligen ses i samma
sammanhang.

Diaremot kom en annan lamning, beldgen ca 50
meter Oster om denna, att till del undersokas
(L2021:1504). Den tolkades initialt som
ytterligare en husgrund, da man svagt i
markytan kunde ana tva rader av storre stenar,
vilka dock inte visade spér av skalmur och de
var dartill inte helt raka utan bildade mer eller
mindre tva konkava linjer.

Den sodra delen av anldggningen kom att
undersokas och det visade sig att de tva delvis
parallella stenraderna ndrmast bildade en
skeppsliknande form och att det inom den
ramen fanns minst tva tydliga mindre,
ndrmast runda anldggningar, ca 2 meter i
diameter, som ndrmast gav ett intryck av
gravar. De paminde till en del om den del av
anldggning 1 som tolkats som en grav, bade
vad giller storlek, form och stenstorlek.




Go. Eke parish. 2021. L2021:1504, layer Il

Figur 12. Skeppsformad konstruktion med mdjligen tvd gravar, varav Con 1 undersoktes. F32 visar platsen for fyndet
av en lansspets.

En av dessa tvd delanldggningar kom att branda benen gav som resultat en datering
undersdkas och det visade sig att det centralt i korrelerad till AD 415-540, dvs folkvandrings-
anldggningen férekom ett lager med branda tid.

ben. Den osteologiska analysen gav vid

handen att de ben som kunde identifieras Utover denna grav framkom spetsen av en
visade att det rorde sig om ben fran djur, men lans stdende pa kant med spetsen uppat

att det dven fanns tva kranieben som tolkades mellan ndgra storre stenar utan synbar kontakt
som troligen ménniska. En 14C analys av de med nagon grav eller annan konstruktion.

Figur 12. Lansen.
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Lansen dr svar att mer exakt datera men torde
att doma av formen héra hemma i
folkvandringstid eller vendeltid.

Man kan notera att dateringen av graven
ligger i linje med aldern pa den fibula som
patréffades i kanten av en stenvall i anslutning
till konstruktion L2021:1494 anl. 6.

Undersokningar inom Gudings slott

Arets undersckningar kom dven att innebara
tre begransade undersokningar inom sjilva

vallanldggningen Gudings slott. I norra
kanten, pd insidan av vallen, fanns en svag
antydan till en husgrund ca 6x4 meter stor,
som troligen till del fortsdtter in under
rasmassorna fran muren (L2021:1495). Denna
kom till del att undersokas.

Den visade sig bestd av en synnerligen diffus
ram av storre sten som troligen utgjorde den
ursprungliga husgrundens yttermurar.
Anlaggningen forefoll vara kraftigt raserad.
Ndagra foremal, eller for den delen,
kolhorisonter, patriaffades inte, forutom en
tand av far. Denna kom att dateras men det &r

L2021:1495. Layer |

Q
Fiour 13. Lodbild. l
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mycket tveksamt om den kan knytas till sjdlva
anldggningen. 14C datering av tanden gav
vardet AD 1330-1448. Ndgra konstruktioner i
ovrigt, sasom stolpal eller hiardar eller
liknande ldmningar, patraffades inte.

I den s6dra delen av omrddet inom Gudings
slott, finns ett gravfalt om ca 14 gravar
(L1977:4153). Ett antal av dessa har tidigare
undersokts och gett dateringar till 1000-talet
till 1200-talet, dér de flesta gravlagda utgjordes
av kvinnor (se tidigare rapporter fran
projektet).

For att fordjupa kunskapen om datering och
konsfordelningen inom gravfaltet kom tva
anldggningar att undersokas under den

gangna sommaren, ddr den viktigaste
anldggningen var den som lag i 6stra kanten
av gravfdltet, tamligen isolerad frdn 6vriga
gravar inom gravfiltet (L1977:4153 Anl. 7).
Dartill kom en mindre anlédggning langre i
véster att undersokas (L1977:4153 Anl.8),
beldgen i anslutning till den har starkt
raserade muren. Den senare visade sig inte
innehédlla ndgra spar av nagon begravning och
det dr oklart om det ror sig om en grav.

Den 6stra graven var en rund stenséttning, ca
5 meter i diameter med en djupt nedgravd
central grav innehallande en man, liggande i
nordsydlig riktning med huvudet i séder och
fotterna i norr (anldggning 7.2.) Han var
gravlagd med ett stort ringspanne, kniv och

Go. Eke sn. 2021. L1977:4153. Anl. 7. Layer Il

0
Figur 14. Lodbild 6ver graven med kantkedja |
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Figur 15. Skelettet mede foremdl. F4 dr ri

hade ett laderbélte runt midjan. Mojligen 14g
han under ndgon form av f&ll. Intressant att
notera var att vid huvudet fanns ben av en
liten fagel. Ringspédnnet ger en klar datering
till sen vikingatid, vilket ocksé verifieras av en
14C datering av mannen, ddr dock dateringen
kan ga in i tidig medeltid i likhet med flera
andra gravlagda pa detta gravfilt. Aldern med
hjalp av #C gav datering till AD 1044-1218.

Den osteologiska analysen ger vid handen att
mannen torde ha varit mellan 40-50 ar nédr han
dog och langden har berdknats till ca 176 cm,
vilket far ses som tamligen normalt for
vikingatidens gotldnningar (se vidare den
osteologiska rapporten, bilaga 2).

Det kanske mest anmérkningsvarda med
anldggningen var att i dess viastra kant,
tamligen grunt, patraffades rester av
ytterligare ett skelett i form av delar av
kranium och arm. Att doma av tandernas
forslitning forefaller det rora sig om en person
mellan 35-40 ar. Daremot gar det inte att
klargora vilket kon det handlar om.

I anslutning till detta skelett patraffades ett
liten och vélbevarad bryne av skiffer och strax
soder om fanns ett stort antal krukskéarvor av
ett krossat karl. Det dr dock nagot oklart om

ngspdnnet, F5 dr
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balteséljan och F8 dr kniven.

dessa krukskarvor skall kopplas till denne
person, men med tanke pd placering intill
skelettet och att nivdn under markytan for
krukskirvorna var samma som for skelettet, dr
det mojligt att de hor ihop.

Det anmérkningsvarda med skelettet &r den
datering som blev resultatet av 1#C analysen,
som gav vardet AD 1475-1644! Fran
laboratoriet har de dock skickar med en
brasklapp om att “The sample shows a
heighten C/N-value; BP-age should be
interpreted with cushion”. Det kan finnas skal
att 1ata gora ytterligare en#C datering av detta
skelett for att uppna en sdkrare bedomning av
tiden for denne person franfille.

Fornlamning 1.2021:1493

Ca 300 meter sydvast om vallanldggningen
Gudings slott finns pa en tydlig s i det flacka
landskapet en mindre, timligen kompakt
stenpackning, tolkad som en trolig grav.
Anldggningen kom att undersokas som en del
i faltarbetet den gdngna sommaren. Den
visade sig bestd av ett lager av 0,1-0,3 meter
stora stenar, liggande tamligen tadtt och ovanpa
och kring ett storre jordfast stenblock.
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Figur 16. Lodbild efter 0
avtorvning. L

Inga foremal patréffades, inte heller nagot kol
eller andra spdr av méansklig paverkan.
Anldggningens funktion dr oklar. Det kan
mojligen rora sig om en fyndtom grav, vad
som brukar bendmnas kenotaf, i likhet med de
tre anldggningar som undersoktes langre mot
norr foregdende ar, som inte heller inneholl
nagra foremal eller ben. Dessa var dock tydligt
uppbyggda av manniskor, genom férekomsten
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av en prydlig kantkedja pa tvd av dem. Sa var
inte fallet har.

Stenhogen &r dock tveklost hopplockad av
méanniskor och dar det centrala stora
stenblocket utgjort grunden for
konstruktionen.
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Undersokningarna i Rone socken

Fragan om historien upprepar sig tunna jordlager pa bleke och med stort inslag

av stenar deponerade under senaste istiden.
En vasentlig fraga som 6ver tiden blivit allt

mer central inom projektet ror frdgan om Fordelningen av fornldmningar langs kusten,
situationen i Eke &r ett unikum eller om frdn det idag strandndra ldget, upp till
historien upprepar sig langs den gotldndska nivderna for bronsalderns résen pa en ca 6-7
kusten generellt och framfor allt specifikt langs meter 6ver havet, gar igen inom hela denna
intilliggande kustpartier langs den sydostra kuststréacka.
delen av Gotland, det vill sdga att situationen
vid Eke &r mer att se som karaktiristisk for Inte minst kan man ocksa notera den talrika
den gotlandska kusten och inte som en unik forekomsten av stenar med sliprannor och
foreteelse. slipytor, genomgdende beldgna pa en hojd
over havet mellan 2 och 3 meter. Intressant &r
Vad giller landskapet vid kusten i Eke, sd som ocksa, precis som i fallet Eke, att notera den
det kommer till utryck i form av flacka, ndra rumsliga kopplingen mellan omrdden
obebodda kustomrdden, kan man snabbt med stenar med sliprannor och slipytor med
konstatera via kartor att situationen med detta forekomsten av dldre fiskeldgen.

Oppna obebodda beteslandskap som é&r for

~ Fornborg . _
Ronnings

Figur 17. Centralt i bilden mot kusten finns Gudings slott. Det dppna och obebodda landskapet bérjar till hoger i
dstra delen av Grotlingbo socken, fortsitter dster ut (till vinster i bilden) forbi Ronehamn, som skymtar i bildens
vinstra horn, till Burs socken linge mot vister. Foto Google Earth.

handen i Eke, dven finns inom en storre Sett i ett ytligt rumsligt perspektiv &dr det
kuststrdcka langs denna del av Gotland; fran tamligen uppenbart att den rumsliga bild som
Grotlingbo i véster till och med Burs i Oster ar for handen i Eke, har sin direkta

och méjligen in en del i Nar sockens vastra motsvarighet pa flera stillen langs
kustomrade. kuststrackan Grotlingbo-Burs.

Det handlar hér saledes om ett landskapsrum Raudstajn

som synbarligen aldrig varit nyttjat for boende

och odling. Dartill &r markerna for daliga, Den plats som kom att undersékas nérmare

inom Rone socken ligger intill det historiska
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fiskeldget Raudstajn. Utgangspunkten for
undersokningen hér var att, i likhet med
situationen i Eke, hir finns savil omraden
med stenar med sliprdnnor som massiva
stenhdgnader, husgrunder, majliga gravar och
antydan till batlanningar och andra
kustanknutna spar av dldre verksamheter.

Under véren, innan de arkeologiska
undersokningarna pabdrjades,
faltinventerades lokalen i Rone, varvid
registrerades ett stort antal lamningar som
tidigare inte noterats. Dartill kom ett antal
lamningar att omdefinieras, bland andra da

byggt pa erfarenheterna fran arets resultat av
de arkeologiska undersokningarna i Eke, Rone
och Grotlingbo.

Den rumsliga bild som framtréader efter
taltkarteringen visar pa en mycket komplex
miljo, helt i linje med situationen i Eke, &ven
om hdr inte finns en vallanldggning
motsvarande Gudings slott. Men en minst lika
imponerande stenvall omger omrddet, en
stenvall som inte kan knytas till nagra
historiska granser och vars @ndar slutat pa ca 1
meter 6ver havet.

™~

/ \‘\\
/ &\ Raudstajn
\ / /—\ L_/——\

J 200 m
[ ]

Figur 18. Lamningarna i anslutning till fiskeliget Raudstajn. Bld prickar och bld omrdden dr stenar med sliprinnor
och slipytor, réda prickar dr tolkade gravar och gula markeringar tolkade husgrunder. Smala svarta streck markerar

bitlinningar och de kraftiga svarta linjerna dr stenvallar.

den anldggning som provundersdkningen
kom att berora. Det gédllde L1975:1157, som i
inventeringen noteras som grav, men som i
sjdlva verket utgors av en vilbyggd, vil synlig
och vil avgransad husgrund med skalmur. Det
finns anledning att anta att manga av de
lamningar av diffus karaktédr som ligger langs
kusten pa motsvarande nivaer 6ver havet i
manga fall kan vara felregistrerade, inte minst

Innanfor denna stenvall, som &dr ca 2-3 meter
bred och upp till 0,8 meter hog, uppbygd av
saval kraftiga som mindre kraftiga grastenar,
finns ett stort antal lamningar, huvudsakligen
lokaliserade till en markant as som l6per fran
land ut mot fiskeldget, pa samma sitt som fran
Gudings slott och ut mot fiskeldget Djaupkrok.
Det ror sig om svartolkade lamningar, men i
vissa fall dr det helt klart frdgan om




batlinningar etc gdr en kraftig stenvall, vil
framtridande i landskapet.

i >
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husgrunder av en karaktdr som motsvarar vad
som &r for handen i Eke.

Dartill finns ett stort antal stensamlingar som
kan vara gravar, men det kan ocksa rora sig
om andra former av konstruktioner. P4 ett
stdlle forefallet det finnas ett mycket stort och
kraftigt stolphal, av samma karaktidr som
patraffades i Eke vid vdra arkeologiska
undersokningar 2019 inom ramen for projektet
The Connecting Point (Rapport Arendus
2020:02).

Fornlimning L1975:1157. Husgrund

De arkeologiska undersokningarna i Rone
socken kom saledes att koncentreras till en

husgrund, ursprungligen registrerad som en
grav, men nu omtolkad till husgrund
(L1975:1157). Husgrunden ligger pd en svag
hojd som 16per i nordostlig- sydvastlig
riktning och en bit norr om den centrala

Figur 20. Husgrunden sedd frin Oster efter avtorvning och rensing.



RAA L1975:1157
Rone sn.
Efter avtorvning och rensning

Figur 21. Lodbild 6ver husgrunden efter avtorvning och rensning med skalmuren markerad.

koncentrationen av huslamningar, gravar,
batlanningar etc strax norr om Raudstajns
tiskeldge. I asens forlangning mot véster finns
antydan till flera husgrunder, pa ett avstand av
ca 50 meter fran nu aktuell lamning.

Husgrunden pdminner till form och storlek
starkt om husgrunden L1494 anl 5 som
undersoktes soder om vallanldggningen i Eke,
ovan omnamnd. Den &r ca 9x 6 meter stor
(NO-SV) och bestar av en tydlig skalmur ca 1,
meter bred, som i dess 6stra kortsida utgors av
en markant vall med stora stenar, pa samma
sdtt som husgrunden anldggning 5 i Eke.

Négon sdker ingang kunde inte noteras men
troligen har den varit i vister. Inga inre
konstruktioner kunde noteras, inga stolphal,
ingen elstad och ingen tydlig inre avdelning
av rummet, &ven om en svag antydan fanns
till en majlig sadan.
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Inga foremal patréffades i husgrunden 6ver
huvud taget, inga horisonter av kol och inga
ben, forutom en, sdger en, tand av nét. Den
patraffades i husgrundens inre dstra del,
tamligen langt ner och skall av allt att doma
knytas till anldggningen, nagot som inte
motsédgs av den datering genom #*C som
erholls av denna. Den visade sig vara fran
perioden AD 774-974 korrelerat, dvs sen
vendeltid-tidig vikingatid.




Undersokningarna i Grotlingbo socken

Den komplexa miljon

Det andra omradet som var aktuellt f6r en
mindre sonderingsundersokning rérde ett
omrdde beldget i Grotlingbo socken, ndra
gransen till Eke, och ca 3,5 km vidster om
Gudings slott. Miljon pdminner starkt om
forhallandena vid Eke vad géller séval
landskapet i sig som forekomsten och den
rumsliga utbredningen av fornlamningarna.

Aven hir finns en vallanldggning (fornborg)
av samma karaktdr som den i Eke (Gudings
slott). Den &r, liksom den

form av stenvallar, husgrunder, enstaka gravar
och, nagot lagre liggande, omraden med
stenar med sliprannor och slipytor. Langre ut
mot havet ligger hir, liksom bade i Eke oh i
Rone, ett historiskt fiskeldge, Ronningsbod.

Det bor noteras att kartan bygger enbart pa
uppgifter ur kulturmiljoregistret. Omréadet &r
inte dnnu filtinventerat, vilket med stor
sannolikhet kommer att fordandra bilden pa ett
tydligt sédtt. En kompletterande fdltinventering

i Eke, kraftigast mot norr
och tamligen diffus mot /
soder. I norr kan skonjas /
minst en tydlig ingang
och dven har finns
antydan till gravar i och
omkring vallen i norr,
liksom ocksa en
husgrund med kraftiga
vallar av sten. Nivan
over havet &r helt i linje \
med forhallandena i Eke, / \ 5“/
dvs omkring 5 meter / { R
over havets niva.

/ b

Soder om /
vallanldggningen, ner
mot havet och parallellt
med kusten, finns ett /
strdk med ldmningar i oo

Figur 22. Fornldmningsmiljon
vid Ronnings mot bakgrund av
nivderna dver havet. Bld prickar
och blda ytor dr stenar med
sliprinnor och slipytor, réda
prickar gravar och gula n
markeringar husgrunder. Roda
linjer stenstringar/vallar. Vall- | /

anliggningen (fornborgen) \ i
markerad. Den undersokta \ /
graven markerad med réd d
cirkel. ) y

{ /

200 m




ar planerad att genomforas infér sommaren
2022 ars faltarbeten.

Omradet utgor som det dr ként idag med
andra ord, en tamligen omfattande
fornldamningsmiljo med spar av dldre tiders
kustanknutna verksamheter fran sannolikt sen
bronsalder/tidig jarnalder upp till véra dagar.

Fornlimning L1975:750. Grave (?)

Den testgravning som skedde hér innebar en
undersdkning av en av de registrerade gravar
som aterfinns pa en nivd av drygt 3 meter dver
havet. Det ror sig om en liten gravgrupp om
tre gravar, varav en &r betydligt storre dn de
tva ovriga. De ligger till del i ett tidigare
skogsomrade, nu avverkat och omlagt till
betesmark, men det dr d&nnu svart att fa en bra
bild av anldggningarnas form och utbredning.

Syftet med undersokningen av den férmodade
graven var att f4 en datering av den som en

. e 2 3

initial del i forskningen om omrddet och
kunna sédtta den i relation till férhallandena i
Eke.

Anlaggningen utgjordes av en ndarmast rund
stensédttning med en svag antydan till
kantkedja, bestdende av storre och mindre
grastenar. Den var anlagd pa en svag hojd i
landskapet.

Anlaggningen gravdes i sin helhet utan minsta
spar av vare sig skelettdelar, ben generellt,
tynd eller for den delen kolhorisonter. Inga
konstruktioner i 6vrigt kunde noteras och det
enda fyndet som péatriffades var en tand av
not som kom att anvdndas for 14C analys.

Tyvérr var benmaterialet i tanden allt for
daligt for att kunna anviandas till analysen,
vilket gor att vi inte har ndgon mojlighet att
datera anldggningen 6ver huvudtaget utom
indirekt i relation till landskapet, hojden 6ver
havet och kopplingen till andra fornlamningar

Figur 23. Anliggningen efter avtorvning och rensning.
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i ndaromrddet. Dess ldge intill andra lamningar
av typer som brukar kunna dateras till tidig
jarndlder antyder att &ven denna anldggning
ar troligen fran denna tid, vilket dock far
tolkas som en kvalificerad gissning i nulaget.

Aven anldggningens funktion &r oklar och det
gdr inte utan mer omfattande undersokningar
av intilliggande anldggningar f4 en mojlighet
till kunskap om lamningens funktion. Form
och storlek indikerar det vi kallar grav,
frdnvaron av mojlighet till odling i omradet
motsdger tolkning att det ror sig om ett
rojningsrose. Det far tills vidare konstateras att
mycket aterstdr att undersoka i Grotlingbo,
liksom i Rone, for att erhélla ett tydligare svar
pa frdgan om det &r en motsvarande
verksamhet som kan utldsas ur lamningarna i
Rone och Groétlingbo som i Eke. Kommande
faltarbeten kommer férhoppningsvis tydligare
klargora denna fraga om generell bild av
utvecklingen ldngs denna del av den
gotlandska kusten.
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Konklusioner och utblickar

Syftet med 2021 ars undersékningar

Arets arkeologiska insatser inom ramen for
projektet The Connecting Point hade tva
huvudsyften. I det rena fallet handlade det om
att fa ett grepp om tidsstéllning och funktion
avseende de talrika spar av dldre verksamhet
som finns som ett strdk mot soder utgaende
fran vallanlaggningen Gudings slott, beldgen
pa en svag as, strackande sig ner mot det
historiska fiskeldget Djaupkrok.

Harvid kan sdgas att dateringarna av
undersokta lamningar langs dsen visar pa en
verksamhet fran romersk jarnalder till
vendeltid som pa ett avgorande och intressant
satt knyter an till tidigare undersokningar.
Bilden av en verksamhet som borjar inom,
eller med, vallanldggningen Gudings slott har
en fortsdttning under loppet av senare
perioder ldngs asen mot soder, dtminstone
fram i vendeltid. Det dr dock d@nnu for tidigt
att dra helt sidkra slutsatser, vilket far vianta
tills projektets sista ar.

Det andra huvudsyftet var att initiera
undersdkningar i angransande och
motsvarande miljéer inom de angransande
socknarna Rone
och Grétlingbo for
att belysa fragan
om den bild av
historiens forlopp
som borjar komma
fram i Eke har sin
motsvarighet i
grannsocknarna.
Det vill sdga,
forsoka klara ut
huruvida historien
i Eke &r att se som
specifik for just
den platsen eller
om det i sjdlva
verket dr ett

Figur 24. En delstriicka lings kusten av Rone socken, kring Raudstajns fiskeliige, med
markering av vattennivin 2 respektive 3 meter dver havet kopplat till forekomsten av stenar
med sliprannor och slipytor (roda markeringar) och gravar (violetta markeringar).

forlopp som kan ses som mer eller mindre
generellt lings den gotldndska kusten under
loppet av jarndldern och den tidiga
medeltiden.

Mycket tyder pa att historien i Eke upprepar
sig langs kusten, framfor allt utifran den
likartade fornlamningsbild som finns langs
hela kuststrackan mellan Grotlingbo socken i
vaster och Burs socken i dster. Det finns
tydliga strdk av vissa kategorier av lamningar,
déar bronsélderns rosen ligger “hogst upp”, pa
en niva ca 6-7 meter dver havet. I en niva ner
mot 4-5 meter dver havet finns enstaka gravar
och mindre grupper av gravar, spar av dldre
huslamningar och pa tva stallen markanta
vallanldggningar, benamnda fornborgar.

Ett sarskilt tydligt strak langs kusten utgor
forekommande omrdden med stenar med
sliprannor och slipytor. Dessa aterfinns
regelmaéssigt mellan 2-3 meter 6ver havets
nivd. En detaljerad analys av ett ldngre
kustparti har visat att det ser likadant ut langs
stora delar av sddra Gotlands kuster och att
dessa lamningar skall dateras till en tid som
knyter till en strandniva som ligger mellan 2




och 3 meter 6ver dagens strandniva (se
bilaga 6 och 7).

Langst ut mot kusten finns de historiska
tiskeldgena som kan foljas ner i 1600-tal
via skrivna kéllor och i anslutning till
dessa finns ocksa fangstanordningar for
tiske, vilka till del numera ligger pa torra
land, pa grund av landhojningen. Hur
langt tillbaka dessa fiskeldgen kan f6ljas
pa deras nuvarande platser dr oklart,
men begransade undersokningar i bland
annat Sundre socken pa sodra Gotland,
antyder att verksamheter pad dessa
platser finns under medeltid.

Genom att vi har tamligen god kunskap
om landhojningen pa Gotland kan man
utgdende fran detta i grova drag datera
de skilda typerna av lamningar, under
forutséttning att de kan knytas till den
datida stranden. I frdga om stenar med
slipytor och sliprannor &r det uppenbart
att det krdvs vatten for arbetet, liksom att
tiskeldgen, fiskeanordningar knyter
direkt till vatten, medan gravar inte kan
sdgas ha denna knytning per automatik.
Men gravarnas hojd 6ver havet ger en
bakre grans for deras tillkomst, det vill
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sdga, de kan inte vara &dldre dn nér havet
stod vid foten av konstruktionen.

Figur 25. Ett antal utrakningar av strandnivderna dverforda till

gotlindska forhillanden.

Ett generellt problem med fragan om
landhojningen dr att den inte har varit linjar,
det vill sdg att landet har hojt sig stadigt
genom tiderna i en oférdandrad hastighet. Det
mesta tyder pa att det har varit bade
vattenstdndsssankningar och -hojningar,
sarskilt tydligt i tidsintervallet 1000/ 1100-tal.
Sett i ett langre perspektiv kan man dock for
sodra Gotland rdkna med en landhojning
under de senaste artusendena pa ca 2-2,5
meter pa 1000 &r, troligen ndgot mer pa norra
Gotland och mindre ldngst i soder. Dessa
generella uppgifter ger oss i vilket fall som
helst en véagledning till tolkningen saval av
daterade anldggningars lédge till datidens hav,
som uppskattad dlder pa lamningar som bor
knytas till den forntida stranden.
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Bilden borjar klarna

Tyngdpunkten i den gdngna sommarens
arkeologiska undersokningar inom ramen for
projektet kom att koncentreras till Eke socken
och da inom ett langsmalt strdk av lamningar
frédn vallanldggningen Gudings slott och mot
havet. P4 den svaga ds som finns har finns ett
stort antal lamningar i form av diffusa
husgrunder, troliga gravar och oklara
stenhogar, liksom dven stenrader ldngs kanten
av asen avgransande lagt liggande omrdden
och narmast stenfria i oster.

Totalt langs denna as kom vi att undersoka tre
husgrunder, tre mer oprecisa anldggningar dér




tva tolkades som delar av gravar och en var
av oklar till funktion. Darutdver
delundersoktes och rensades fram en tydlig
terrasskant mellan den bebyggda dsen och det
lagt liggande omradet Oster om, som av allt att
doma &r rensat fran sten och mojligt att lagga
till med bétar.

Dateringarna av undersotka lamningar strécker
sig fran tidig romersk jarndlder upp i
vendeltid, med en tydlig koncentration till
perioden folkvandringstid-tidig vendeltid.

Den rumsliga bilden, kopplat till de dateringar
av anldggningar som finns, indikerar en
historia av en kustaktivitet som bérjar med
omrddet inom vallanldggningen Gudings slott
(som ligger pa en hojd av ca 5-6 meter dver
havet) under perioden sen bronsalder - tidig
jarnalder, som forflyttas, i takt med att havet
drar sig undan, soderut langs dsen under
romersk jarndlder, for att under loppet av den
yngre jarnaldern (fran 700-talet), etableras

antingen inom omradet dar Djaupkrog
fiskeldge ligger i historisk tid, eller sd utgor
fortsdttningen pa historien de lamningar som
undersokts fran 7- 800-tal langre vasterut, i
anslutning till marker som hor till By gard och
Bybod.

De begransade undersokningar som foretagits
inom Rone och Grétlingbo kan inte &nnu
sdkert klarldgga att situationen dr densamma
inom dessa platser, men mycket talar for att sa
ar fallet. Den zonering av fornlamningarna
som syns i Eke, har i hog grad sin
motsvarighet i grannsocknarna, inte minst
tydligt uttryckt i fallet Rone.

Har finns en markant stenvall som inhdgnar
ett valavgransat omrade med talrika spar av
motsvarande karaktdr som inom asen soder
om Gudings lott. Endast ndgra 100 meter
langre mot soder mot havet finns fiskeldget
Raudstajn som kan foljas historiskt ner till
1600-talet, men som sédkerligen har ett dldre

“Gudings slott”
wall enclosure

ca-3,5-4 meter dver havet.

Figur 26. Forekomsten av lamningar hmgs dsen sﬁdﬁm‘@uﬂfngs slott, markerade mot en stnmdmva pd
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ursprung och som av allt att doma &r en direkt
fortsédttning pd den &ldre historia som skymtar
i markerna ldngre in i land i form av
husgrunder, stenvallar, gropar, stenhogar etc
(se figur 18).

Det centrala i dessa kronologiska kedjor &r den
formodade direkta och viktiga knytningen
direkt till havet. Vi har hidr uppenbarligen
aktiviteter som framfor allt knyter till jakt och
fiske vid kusten och genom historien har alltid
kustanknutna aktiviteter legat direkt vid
stranden. Man kan notera att dagens
fiskeldgen i omrddet ligger ca 1 meter 6ver
havet. Man skulle med andra ord kunna vanda
pa situationen och sdga att de husgrunder vi
undersokt markerar en vattenlinje ca 1 meter
lagre an dér husgrunderna &r beldgna.

Det ger oss onekligen en god mdjlighet att
savdl bedoma strandens ldge utifrdn daterade
lamningar som att datera lamningar i sig
utifran nivan 6ver havet. Det finns hér en rejl
chans att fa en god bild av vattenstandslinjen
under loppet av perioden sen bronsalder till
tidig medeltid, sjalvklart inom vissa
felmarginaler.

Skulle vara intressant att gora en form av
tabell, statistik sammanstéllning av véarden vi
har for skilda anldggningar.

Fortsittningen ......

Som en avstamp infor kommande drs fortsatta
arkeologiska undersokningar far figur x dver
kuststrackan och kopplingen mellan gardarna
och stranden, savil den forhistoriska som den
sentida, tjana som en utgangspunkt.

Undersokningarna hittills har, i fallet Eke och
omradet vid Gudings slott, gett en taimligen
tydlig bild av en kustaktivitet som &r starkt
knutet till sjalva strandzonen, vilket inneburit
att aktiviteterna flyttas mot kusten allteftersom
havets niva sjunker.. Detaljerna dr dock d&nnu
till del oklara. Som exempel kan ndmnas att
det inte &r helt klarlagt hur verksamheterna
vid Gudings slott skall kopplas till

aktiviteterna langre mot vister, i anslutning till
Bybod. Det finns hér tva huvudalternativ, dar
det ena &r att det &r tva separata linjer av
utveckling och det andra att verksamheten
soder om vallanldggningen Gudings slott
upphor vid 600-talet for att fortsdtta fran
denna tid i omrddet vid Bybod, ndgot som kan
ses som fullt mojligt utifran de dateringar som
finns.

Aven om vi har forhallandevis god kontroll p&
funktion och datering av anldggningar saval
inom som sdder om vallanldggningen
Gudings slott saknar vi &annu dvertygande
beldgg for nér sjdlva vallanldggningen ar
anlagd. Innanfor vallen finns dateringar fran
perioden 800-500 BC, &ven en hird fran tiden
omkring dr 0, som indikerar ndgon form av
verksamhet inom denna tidsram. Det ar dock,
som sagts, oklart om dessa dateringar direkt
kan sdttas i samband med konstruktionen av
sjdlva vallanldaggningen.

For att fa ett mojlighet att klarldgga vallens
saval datering som konstruktion och funktion
ar malet att under 2022 genomfora tva,
ytméssigt stora, genombrott av vallen i norra
delen, dér den &r som bredast, med syftet att fa
svar pa stéllda fragor.

Under 2022 &r ocksé avsikten att fordjupa
kunskapen om fradgan om ett generellt forlopp
langs den gotldndska kusten genom att
genomfora kompletterande arkeologiska
undersokningar i Grotlingbo, vid lokalen med
en motsvarande vallanldggning som Gudings
slott.

Projektet kommer dérefter att avslutas under
sommaren 2023 genom att forldgga hela
gravsasongen till den under den ganga
sommaren paborjade undersokningsomradet i
Rone socken. Till detta skall ocksa lidggas att
hela kuststrdckan avses ominventeras for att
erhélla en sa komplett bild som mojligt av
forekomsten av skilda anldggningar, da
dagens registrerade lamningar inte speglar
verkligheten.
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Trench and construction descriptions

I det foljande gors en detaljerad beskrivning och
redovisning av samtliga undersokta anldggningar
under filtsdsongen 2021, upplagda pé de
lamningar som har berdrts inom socknarna
Grotlingbo, Rone och Eke. Tyngdpunkten i arets
undersokningar har legat pa Eke socken, med
begransade provundersokningar inom Rone och

Rone socken

Inom Rone socken underscktes lamningen
L1975:1157, tidigare upptagen som grav, men under
2021 reviderad till husgrund i fornminnesregistret.
Husgrunden &r beldgen i norra delen av ett omrade
med talrika lamningar fran en kustbunden

Gudings
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Figure 27. Excavations during 2021 has Benn carried out at three different locations.

Grotlingbo socknar som har berdrts under arets
undersokningar. Undersokningarna i Rone och
Grotlingbo begransades till en fornlamning pa
vardera stéllet, i Rone socken en husgrund, tidigare
tolkad som en grav, och i Grotlingbo socken en
formodad grav.
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verksamhet under forhistorisk tid i form av
husgrunder, tomtningar, stenar med slipskaror,
stenvallar och gravar.

Groétlingbo socken

Inom Grétlingbo socken kom att undersékas en
fornldmning upptagen som grav i fornminnes-
registret (L1975:750), beldgen inom ett mycket
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Figure 28. Excavated construction in Rone parish.

komplext omrade med gravar, stenar med
slipskéror och slipytor, stenvallar och i ndrheten av
en vallanldggning (fornborg) av samma karaktar
som i Eke (Gudings slott). Kartan pa foljande sida
illustrerar miljon i Groétlingbo. Fornlamningsbilden
vid Ronnings i Grotlingbo socken paminner starkt
om forhéllandena vid Gudings slott, med
forekomst av sdvil en vallanldggning som gravar,
husliknande ldmningar och diffusa stenhogar.

Eke socken

De mest omfattande undersokningarna under arets
faltsdésong handlade om att férdjupa kunskapen om
miljon kring vallanldggningen Gudings slott och
framfor allt da de lamningar som finns langs med
en ca 300 meter ldng, svag s som strécker sig fran
Gudings slott och soderut mot det sentida
fiskeldget Djaupkrok. Det ror sig om sdvil mojliga
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gravar som husgrunder, stenvallar och mindre
stenhogar av oklar funktion (L2021:1494).

Dartill kom begransade undersokningar att
genomforas inom vallanldggningen Gudings slott
(L1977:4059). Dels undersoktes en grav och dartill
en formodad grav inom gravfiltet L1977:4153, med
syftet att fordjupa kunskapen om de gravlagda.
Inom norra delen av vallanldggningen kom en
husliknande ldmning att undersokas (L2021:1495).

Slutligen, ca 300 meter vaster om vallanldggningen
Gudings slott finns pé en tydlig as i landskapet en
mindre stensamling som tolkats som méjlig grav.
Denna kom ocksa att undersokas (L2021:1493).
Karta 6ver undersokta lamningar i Eke socken pé
foljande sida. Sammanstillningen 6ver



L1975:2745
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11976:462

Figur 29. Excavated monument in Grotlingbo parish

anldggningarna &r gjord av Alice Rosa Brusin,
Cherie Jeanette Larkin and Anna Sointula.
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Figure 30. Investigated monuments, fully or partly, in Eke parish, marked with a yellow circle.
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Figure 31. Excavated constructions inside 1L2021:1494, 1L.2021:1504, L2021:1495 and L1977:4153, marked with numbers that refer
to the following descriptions of investigated constructions. In the figure in the eastern part is also measures of the hight today
above see level, meaning between 3,5 and 4 meters.
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Ancient monument, Rone parish, L1975:1157

Construction no. 1

Coordinates SWEREF 99TM, N 6341601, E 709671
Type House construction

Size 10m x 5.3m (NE-SW)

Form Rectangular

Above sea level

Situation The construction is situated in the northern part of a complex prehistoric
environment, on a small ridge going in NE-SW direction

Analyses 14C-dating of cow tooth; BP 1178+33, AD 774-974 2 sigma

Description:

The house is located in a relatively open pasture. The facility measures 7 x 8 m. A robust
shell wall around the whole house is relatively clear. The kerbstones that form the outside of
the wall are ca. 0.2-0.4 m and the inside of the wall has a filling of smaller stones. The width
of the wall varies between 0.9-1.1 m. The northern and southern walls are rounded with the
northern wall extending past the boundary of the trench.

The surface is covered with turf and vegetation. The visible stones vary in size from 0.2-0.5
m. To the north of the boundary, in the middle of the short side, there are two large stones,
approximately 0.6 x 0.8 m, with a height of about 0.6 m. Near the boundary to the East is a
small stone packing of indefinite type. In the south-west corner there are 3 stumps, probably
pine, in the shell wall. The whole facility is located at a slight height and slopes slightly from
north to south.

Exposure of the facility's shell wall

After de-turfing the shell wall, the stones in the wall are exposed. Height measurements are
taken on some of the stones. Not far down, loose stones and gravel appear approximately in
the middle of the north-east wall. There is a possible entrance in the south-west wall (see
figures 32 & 34. In the shell wall, the surface is covered with dark soil that turns into sand
after about 10 cm. In the south-west, the soil layer is approximately 1 cm thick, followed by
gravel.

Enlargement

An extension of 3 x 6 m is made in the north-east direction. In the extension there is a collec-
tion of stones, about 5 meters long running in an east-west direction and 2.5 m in a north-
south direction. This seems to be a continuation of the shell wall. Adjacent to the north side
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of the shell wall is another stone packing. The total length of the house is 10.50 m, the inner
width is 2.90 m and the outer width is 5.30 m.

Exposure of the middle part of the facility inside the shell wall

There are stones over almost the entire surface from about 0.8 m x 0.1 m and larger. There
are fewer stones in the centre of the facility. In the north-east sandy soil appears just under
the turf and after about 5 cm there is coarse sand, pebbles and gravel. There are no colour
changes. About 2 meters in from the south-west wall is a row of stones perpendicular to the
shell wall. A possible opening in the row of stones is furthest to the west. In the opening
there are several thin stone slabs, possibly slate, that are ca. 0.05 m x 0.08 m-0.1 m x 0.15 m.
Could this possibly be the remains of a floor or collapsed ceiling? There are small flint
shards and crumbs of clay. In layers 2 and 3, two flint fragments (F36) are found. In the
north-east corner there is sand just under the turf. There are occasional occurrences of thin
sandstone slabs.

In the northern part of the facility there is a crescent-shaped stone packing adjacent to the
shell wall (see figure 36). The stones are removed after top and bottom measurements have
been taken on several stones. Under the stone packing there is a new stone packing of ap-
proximately the same distribution. In the same location as layer 2 there is a presence of pos-
sibly clay or sandstone. Within the same area furthest to the north-east, there is a third layer
of rock in layer 3, slightly sparser than the previous ones. There are few finds except for
small pieces of clay and quartz. Then there is a layer of sand.

Interpretation:

The facility was previously listed as a grave in the antiquities register but was re-registered
in 2021 as a house foundation. The study shows that it is a form of house construction con-
sisting of walls of a shell-wall character. No clear entrance could be noted, nor any traces of
construction details, such as post holes, a hearth or the like. No finds or occurrences of char-
coal that can with certainty be linked to the facility were found. The find of a cow’s tooth
(F35), most likely belong to the facility while it was found in connection to the stone wall.
The absence of dateable material that can be associated with the facility makes dating the
facility difficult. However, the facility shows great similarities with the investigated remains
in Eke parish that correspond to remains of the ‘tomtning’ type and will most likely be dated
to the Iron Age, possibly the Early Iron Age. A carbon 14-sample gave the dating AD
774-974.

Find Material:

Find no. Description

35 | Tooth of a cow

36 | Flint
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Plans and photos:

e . %S : s - . S
Figure 32. Oblique photo of facility L1975:1157 before de-turfing. The rectangular shape of a structure with a clear shell
wall can be seen through the turf.

e

Figure 33. Oblique photo of facility L1975:1157 after de-turfing. A possible entrance can be seen in the south-west section
of the wall.
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Figure 34. Detail of the northern shell wall of facility L1975:1157.

RAA L1975:1157. Rone parish. Plan

Figure 35. Vertical plan of facility L1975:1157. The outer stones of the shell wall are highlighted in orange. A
tooth of a cow was found in the northern wall (F35).
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Figure 36. Profile of facility L1975:1157 oriented towards the north.
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Figure 37. Photo of profile of the eastern wall of facility L1975:1157.
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Ancient monument, Grétlingbo parish, L1976:750

Construction no. 1

Coordinates SWEREF 99TM, N 6337651, E 705237
Type Stone setting

Size 6m x 4m (N-S)

Form Oval

Above sea level

Situation On a small height in a wooden landscape

Analyses C14- sample taken of a cow tooth. Failed because of bad quality of the
bone

Description:

Before de-turfing and investigation, the facility appears as an almost oval shaped turf-
covered stone packing. The facility is ca. 6 x 4 m in size and is approximately 20 cm above
the surrounding surface. The surface is covered with scattered oak and birch stump shoots
and stones that are ca. 0.3-0.6 m. Single larger stones measure ca. 0.5-0.8 m. In the facility, a
pine stump as well as another single stump is visible.

Layer I

After de-turfing, the stone packing becomes clear. The packing consists of stones of various
sizes. At the pine stump in the south, the soil quickly changes character. After a layer of bark
and chips there is sand-mixed soil and gravel. Over the entire surface, patches of sand or
sandy soil appear just under the turf. The facility contains many roots and smaller stumps.
The visible stones are of varied sizes from ca. 0.1 x 0.2 m to 0.3 x 0.6 m.

A number of smaller birch and oak stumps are removed. In the south there is sandy loam
and sterile sand. In the north there is first a thicker layer of oily soil then slightly further
down there is loam. There is no significant colour change. A relatively circular setting of
stones with a diameter of just over 2 meters is centrally located in the facility and includes
slightly larger stones. An elongated stone-surrounded formation of a grave-like character
can be seen in the north-east corner.

Layer II

The soil is cleared away throughout the facility and stones are removed from the centre of
the facility. In the south there is sand, clay and gravel. In the north there is loam and a clear
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stone packing of smaller stones that is about 10 x 10 cm. There is no significant colour
change. A tooth, probably from a cow, was found on the eastern side of the stone packing.

Layer IIT

Top measurements are taken in layer 3 and there is continued cleaning of soil, sand, clay,
and gravel as well as the removal of stones in the centre of the facility. There is no significant
colour change in the soil.

Layer IV

Top measurements are taken in layer 4 and there is further removal of stones in the centre of
the facility. Further excavation goes through a mixture of pebbles, soil and sand into clay.
After a few centimetres, oily, compact, blue-toned clay is found over the entire surface,
which is also unusually moist (see figure 41). The clay layer is about 20 cm below the ground
surface. Two test pits in the facility show that the clay extends at least a further 12 cm down.

A test pit about 5 meters outside the facility shows the presence of similar clay layers there
as well. This is interpreted as meaning that the clay layer is natural. There are no further
findings or significant colour changes in the soil.

Interpretation:

The construction consists of a slightly irregularly rounded stone packing without a clear
demarcation. There is no tendency for an edge chain or other structural details that could be
associated with a grave, nor are there any bones, whether burnt or unburnt, other than the
probably sentient vertebra. In other words, the facility cannot be interpreted as a grave,
however, its actual function is unclear.

Find Material:

Find No: Description

37 Pieces of a tooth, probably cow. Could not be dated by 14C analyses due
to badly preserved bone.
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Figure 38. Oblique photo of facility L1976:750 before de-turfing. An oval-shaped stone packing can be seen
through the turf.
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Planes and photos:

Go. Grétlingbo parish. L1976:750. Plan after de-turfing and cleaning.

Figure 40. Vertical plan of facility L1976:750. A circular stone chain is highlighted in orange. A cow’s tooth (F37) was
found on the east side of the stone setting.
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Figure 41. Profile of facility L1976:750 oriented towards the north.
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Figure 42. Oblique photo of facility L1976:750. The central stone packing inside the edge chain is shown excavated down
to a level where clay is encountered.
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Ancient monument, Eke parish, L1977:4153

Construction no. 7

Coordinates

Type Grave

Size 5m x 5m

Form Round

Situation

Analyses Bones for C14 dating, 2 teeth for isotope analysis, textile for analysis, soil

sample from the stomach area of human skeleton from construction 7:2.
The C14 dating of the central grave BP 899+29, calibrated to AD
1044-1218. The dating of the skeleton from 7:1 was BP 327+37,
calibrated to AD 1475-1644.

Description:

Before de-turfing, the facility appears as a large stone packing in the form of a roughly
circular mound. There is a clear depression in the middle where the remains of a tree stump
are located. The stones appear to have been displaced from this depression and the mound
is higher on the north and north-west sides, possibly built up from stones that had
previously filled the center of the mound. Most of the stones are loosely laid on the mound
and vary in size and type. The rocks are mainly covered in moss and lichen and soil fills the
spaces in between where plants grow. Another tree stump is located in the south-west
section of the mound and a small somewhat circular formation of small stones is located in
the south-west corner.

Layer I
After de-turfing and cleaning of the stones, there appeared to be a possible original stone

border on the north-west corner of the grave. The height of the highest stone, although likely
displaced, was approx. 0.4-0.6 m. The stones range in size from 0.1-0.5 m, but are mainly
0.2-0.3 m. The depression in the middle is a 1.2 m wide hole that is approximately 0.2 m
deep. The north-west corner has the largest number of displaced stones. On the east side of
the mound, a fallen tree has broken up and disturbed the stones.

Layer II
Loose stones of varying sizes (0.05 m-0.5 m) were removed from the setting. Underneath the

stones more stones and dark brown turf with roots were discovered. The turf and soil
around the stones were cleaned while removing some remaining loose stones. The setting
remains in a circular shape, although without any visible formations or structures formed by
the larger stones. Larger stones, however, tend to be situated close to the outer edges of the
setting. A small depression with darkened soil in the center of the stone packing can still be
detected.
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Layer IIT
More loose stones were removed from the surface. Stones that were determined to possibly

be in their original location and would have formed an edge chain around the grave were
left in place. Loose soil was removed from the facility with special attention to the central
area of the facility within a circular area of stones located within the larger outer stone chain.
The soil within this area appeared darker and of a different texture from the surrounding
area which was a lighter shade of brown. The central stone packing consisted of smaller
stones including some stones that were placed upright. During the cleaning of this stone
packing small fragments (1-5 cm) of coarse dark grey ceramics were found in the southern
corner. Just to the west, a small whetstone with a hole on one side, possibly for suspension,
and human skeletal remains were found. The skeleton consisted of cranium fragments along
with 9 teeth which were located 18 cm west of the long bone fragment which lay oriented
east to west. The bones lay directly on stone. After excavating the area around the bones, no
other skeletal remains were found. The bones were removed and the area underneath was
excavated but no further remains were found. The ceramic fragments may be associated
with the remains of the cranium and long bone since they were located on the same level
and approximately 18 cm south of the long bone.

After further excavation of the center of the facility where the soil appeared darker, soil and
a layer of small to medium sized stones where removed and human skeletal remains were
uncovered. First appeared part of an arm bone consisting of the radius and ulna which were
broken. On the southern side of the grave the cranium, including the mandible and a tooth,
were then uncovered. The cranium was at a higher elevation than the arm bone and was
laying on its right side, facing to the east. The cranium was heavily fractured and laying
directly on several small rocks. A medium sized stone was located between the arm bone
and cranium. A portion of what appears to be a pennanular brooch was uncovered just
below and to the right of the cranium. This type of brooch would indicate the individual as a
male from the Viking Period.

As more soil and rocks were removed, the entire skeleton became visible. The feet were on
the northern side of the grave and at a slightly lower elevation than the cranium. The legs
were slightly bent and lay with the knees facing to the east. The entire skeleton was heavily
fractured. Only one tooth was found still in the mandible, 9 teeth were found in the vicinity
of the cranium while one tooth was near the left humerus. Bones from the hand and wrist
were found scattered around the pelvis and legs. The feet appeared to be flexed upward,
possibly resulting from the decomposition process. Bones from the feet were found scattered
around the lower legs. The estimated length of the skeleton is approximately 176 cm based
on the length of the left femur (48 cm) and the left tibia (42 cm). The pennanular brooch was
removed with possible textile remains and part of the scapula attached. A belt buckle with
attached textile and leather was found above the pelvis, across the lower vertebrae, and
removed. Both the belt buckle and pennanular brooch were bagged and kept in the freezer
to help with preservation of the possible textile remains. A small (12.5 cm) iron knife was
found below the left arm, after the removal of the left os coxae. A bronze object, which may
be part of a sheath for a knife, was also found near the left arm. A dark circular area,
approximately 3.8 cm in radius, was observed after removal of the left arm bones. The
remains of an unidentified material, possibly organic, appeared to form a cylinder with soil
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in the center. The object is, as yet, unidentified. A sample of soil from the stomach area was
collected. The entire skeleton was removed starting from the cranium working down to the
feet.

Soil from the bottom of the central grave (7:2) was collected and sieved to find remaining
bone fragments. Level 3 where the first skeletal remains (7:1) and ceramics were found was
excavated further to determine if more remains could be found. Nothing else was
uncovered. A section of the west corner, where some possible dark soil was located, was also
excavated but nothing was found. The excavated soil and stones were returned to the grave
to form a circular mound.

Interpretation:

As aresult of the excavation the construction was determined to be a grave. A full skeleton
was found in the center of the stone packing, construction 7:2. The skeleton from
construction 7:2 has been determined to be a male from the Viking Age based on the grave
goods (pennanular brooch), the orientation of the grave (north-south), and the preliminary
osteological analysis. Small bird bones were found in the soil in and around the cranium of
the individual in 7:2. The bone fragments from the adjacent construction 7:1 can
archaeological be dated to a later time than the skeleton from construction 7:2, based on the
fact that they were found from a higher layer, and along the side of the facility. The bone
fragments found from the construction 7:1 consist only of a partial cranium and a
fragmented long bone (possibly from the arm), which indicates that the grave of that
individual was destroyed. The bone fragments from construction 7:1 were not sufficient to
determine the sex of the individual. The existence of these bone fragments from construction
7:1, as well as the dark soil in other parts of the facility, could indicate that the facility has
been functioning as a grave to more than one person.

Find Material:

Find no: Description

1 Ceramic fragments
2 Whetstone
3 Sheep’s tooth
4 Pennanular Brooch
5 Belt Buckle
6 Textile fragments
7 Bronze object, possibly part of a sheath with leather attached
8 Khnife, iron
9 Unknown, possible leather of sheath or organic material
B1 Bone (cranium & long bone) 7:1

B2 Bone (full skeleton) 7:2
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Find no:

Description

Sample no:

B3

5 small bird bones, 1 fish vertebra

Type

Illustrations:

Soil sample from stomach area of skeleton from construction 7:2
Bone from construction 7:2 submitted for C14 dating

Bone from construction 7:1 submitted for C14 dating

Tooth from construction 7:1 for isotope analysis

Tooth from construction 7:2 for isotope analysis

Textile fragments
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Go. Eke 2021. L1977:4153. Construction 7.
After de-turfing and cleaning

Figure 44. Vertical photo of facility L1977:4153, construction 7, after de-turfing. A clear depression can be seen in the
center of the stone packing, and without stones..

61



Go. Eke sn. 2021. L1977:4153. Anl. 7. Layer |l

Figure 45. Vertical photo of facility L1977:4153, construction 7, layer 1I. A possible stone chain is highlighted in orange.
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Figure 46. Vertical plan of facility L1977:4153, construction 7, layer 11I. Construction 7:1 consists of a partial skeleton
found on the same level as ceramic fragments (F1) and a small whetstone (F2). Construction 7:2 consists of the full
skeletal remains of an adult male.

Ge. Eke parish 2021 L1977:4153 Facility 7
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Figure 47. Profile of facility L1977:4153, including grave construction 7:2. The cranium of the individual was found on
the southern end of the grave.

63




Figure 48. Vertical plan of facility L1977:4153, construction 7:2 and the surrounding stone
chain. The skeleton was oriented north to south, with the head placed in the southern end,

indicating a typical pagan burial.
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Figure 49. Vertical photo of the skeletal remains of construction 7:2. The individual was found with a bronze pennanular

brooch (F4), belt fittings (F5) and an iron knife (F8).
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Figure 50. Small whetstone (5.8 cm long x 2.1 cm wide) (F2) with circular hole on one end, possibly to facilitate
suspension. Found next to the partial skeletal remains (7:1).

Figure 51. Pennanular brooch dating to the Viking Period found in grave construction 7:2. Illustration by
Alice Rosa Brusin ©.
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Figure 52. Belt fittings found in grave construction 7:2. Illustration by Alice Rosa Brusin.©

Figure 53. Bones from a small bird found near the cranium of the skeleton in grave construction 7:2
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Ancient monument, Eke parish, L1977:4153

Construction no. 8

Coordinates SWEREF 99TM, N 6340287, E 707243
Type Stone setting

Size 3 mx 3 m (N-S)

Form Round

Above sea level

Situation Part of the grave field L1977:4153

Analyses

Description:

The site looks like a small grave construction, with a visible circle of stones. The construction
is located in the same area as the other graves previously excavated, in the south-west area
of Gudings castle. The trench built around the construction measures 3 x 3 meters. A few
stones in the south-east corner of the circle are not visible on the surface of the ground. The
construction is positioned on an inclined plane: the north-west corner is higher than the
opposite corner. A big red stone is located, clearly visible, in the middle of the circle. The
vegetation over the structure consists of small bushes and grass.

Layer I
After the removal of the turf the circular pattern highlighted previously disappeared. An

ensemble of small and medium stones, which seems to be inserted inside an oval shape, is
concentrated around the big red stone in the middle. This same stone bears signs of possible
contact with fire. There are also a few big stones that don’t seem to follow any pattern.

A preliminary survey with the metal detector highlights the presence of possible non-ferrous
metal close to one of the big stones in the north-west area of the trench. One horseshoe nail
was found close to the surface.

Layer II
Another layer of soil was removed from the trench and revealed more smaller stones in the

southeast corner. The previous oval shape of the stones was no longer visible, and the
facility took on a squarer shape.

Layer III
Some small and medium sized stones and a layer of soil were removed from the trench,

revealing gravel and some stone packing. After this there was no clear pattern visible in the
stones. The north-west corner of the trench was higher and consisted of more stones
compared to the south-eastern side of the trench. A profile over the trench was created from
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the southwest corner of the trench to the north-eastern corner, and stones visible in the
profile are marked with a blue dot in the aerial picture of the third layer. The metal detector
did not give any indications to the presence of any metal objects inside the trench and no
finds were found from this final layer. Previously removed stones and soil were put back
into the trench, reconstructing the original stone setting.

Interpretation:

As a result of the lack of finds, as well as any clear patterns made out by the stones, this
facility is difficult to date or interpret. There are some indications that the excavated area
included only a part of a larger construction. Since the facility is in such close proximity with
the west wall of Gudings castle, there is also the possibility that it may have been part of the
wall.

Illustrations:
Find no: Description
38 Horseshoe nail, fragmented
Il1lustrations:

— /‘/X i ARV i s L6 :f .M:/: -
Figure 54. Oblique photo of facility L1977:4153, construction 8 after de-turfing. Picture taken towards the north.
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Go. Eke parish 2021. L1977:4153. Construction 8. Layer |l

Figure 55. Vertical photo of facility L1977:4153, construction 8 after de-turfing. A horseshoe nail (F38) was found in the
north-west corner.
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Figure 56. Vertical photo of facility 1L.1977:4153, construction 8, layer III.
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Figure 57. Profile of facility L1977:4153, construction 8, layer III.
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Ancient monument, Eke parish, L2021:1493

Construction no. 1

Coordinates SWEREF 99TM, N 6340287, E 707243
Type Stone setting

Size 4mx4m

Form Round

Above sea level

Situation Located on a clear embankment about 400 meters west of Gudings
castle.
Analyses
Description:

The facility is recorded in the antiquities register as a grave. It consists of a stone packing
with a diameter of approximately 2.5 m and a height of 20 cm above the ground. The stones
range in size from 0.05 x 0.1-0.2 x 0.3 m. It is located on a low ridge that rises approximately
30 cm above the surrounding area. The trench over the facility measures 4 x 4 m. There is
sparse vegetation on the surface consisting of occasional tufts of grass and some moss.

The turf layer is very thin and loose soil is encountered almost immediately. There are some
roots, and a tree stump is found in the south-eastern part of the trench. After only a few
centimeters, light, coarse lime gravel is encountered. It occurs first in the centre of the facility
and then outwards towards the edges. The gravel is mixed with dark soil. There is no
cultural layer. In the centre of the facility, under the stone packing, there is a larger earth-
fixed boulder, measuring up to 1 meter in size. The impression is that the stone packing is
concentrated around this large boulder.

There were no finds, charcoal, or hint of cultural layers here either.

Interpretation:

The absence of finds, a cultural layer or other indications of human impact makes it difficult
to date the facility or interpret its function. The shape of the facility after de-turfing does not
give a clear picture that it is a grave and it appears to be empty.
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Il1lustrations:

Go. Eke parish. L2021:1493. Layer |

Figure 58. Vertical plan of facility 1L2021:1493 after de-turfing.

Profile, L2021:1493
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Limestone gravel

Figure 59. Profile of facility L2021:1493 oriented towards the west.
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Ancient monument, Eke parish, L2021:1494

Construction no. 11

Coordinates SWERERF 99TM, N 6340457, E 707549

Type Grave

Size 25m

Form Round

Above sea level 5.4-5.5m

Situation Located fairly high on the ridge leading from Gudings castle to the south
Analyses C14 dating from bone in construction 1:1, dated to BP 1932+29, AD

23-203 with 2 sigma

Description:

Before de-turfing, the construction consists of a partially rounded stone setting, flat and
delimited by markedly large stones that in places form part of a circle, and in other places
form straight lines, within an area of about 6 meters in diameter. The interior is fairly flat
with occasional stones protruding from the turf.

Thus, before de-turfing, one could imagine two straight sections consisting of large stones
(0.8-1.0 m), from the south-west corner out to the south-east corner and from the south-east
corner to the north-east corner. There is also a rounded stretch consisting of large stones
(0.8-1.0 m) from the north-east corner to the south-west corner. The construction is
overgrown with a lot of roots.

After de-turfing and cleaning, an area free of stones appears along the eastern side. In the
north-west corner there was a large stone packing, 2.5 m in diameter, delimited by grey
stones (0.5-0.7 m). In the south-west corner was a diffuse rock pack, 2 meters in diameter.
Large stones (0.4-0.6 m) were found along the entire edge of the facility. An area in the
middle, 0.5 meters in diameter, is fairly empty of rocks. After excavating the loose soil,
several possible smaller facilities within the stone circle could be detected, but only one
could to some extent be considered a separate facility based on the presence of several
human bone fragments (construction 1:1). The cleaning down to more or less untouched soil
layers gave no finds or cultural layers in general, except for a heavily rusty horseshoe nail
(F10) of iron, loosely lying in the soil.

Construction 1:1
There is a round or oval-shaped construction delimited by nine large (0.4-0.6m) stones.
Inside the larger stone circle is a smaller, diffuse stone packing consisting of stones ranging
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in size from 0.1-0.2m. In the north-western corner of the packing and east of the centre were
unburned bone fragments (F11-15), which preliminarily have been judged to be human. The
fracturing of the bones occurred a long time ago since no fresh fractures can be detected. In
addition to this facility, a couple of areas were partially investigated with a hint of separate
facilities in the form of stone packings (1:2 & 1:3). However, no construction details, cultural
layers or finds gave any indication that these were special remains/constructions, whereby
these were excluded.

Interpretation:

The initially interpreted grave could not be verified, and the stone packing is unclear in
function and construction. The smaller, almost round stone packing, delimited by larger
stones, possibly forms a grave given the discovery of several pieces of human bones. These
are mainly long bones, probably tibia. The absence of other bone material suggests that it is
either that the skeleton has for the most part been removed and moved, like other graves
within Gudings castle, or possibly that the bones come from a destroyed grave in the
vicinity, it is unclear where in that case. No objects provide any guidance on the dating of
the bones. A sample of the long bone was submitted for radiocarbon dating and gave the
dating to BP 1932429, with correlated value to AD 23-203.

Find Material:

Find no. Description

10 | Horseshoe nail, iron

11-15 | Bone fragments, likely human, 110 grams in total

Illustrations:

Figure 60. Detail of facility L2021:1494, construction 1:1 in the foreground and 1:3 can be seen
in the background.
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L2021:1494. Construction 1. Layer |

Figure 61. Vertical plan of facility L2021:1494 constructions 1:1, 1:2, and 1:3 are highlighted in yellow.
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Figure 62. Detail of facility L2021:1494, construction 1:3 in the foreground and 1:1 can be seen in the background.

Go. Eke parish 2021 L2021:1494 construction 1:3
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Figure 63. Profile of facility L2021:1494 construction 1:3, oriented towards the north/north-east.
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L2021:1494. Construction 1:1

Figure 64. Vertical plan of facility L2021:1494, construction 1:1. The yellow circles indicate human bone
fragments found in and around the stone packing. A horseshoe nail (F10) was found outside of the construction.
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Figure 65. Profile of facility L2021:1494, construction 1:1, oriented towards the south/south-east. Human bone fragments
were found mainly in and around the circular stone setting.
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Ancient monument, Eke parish L2021:1494

Construction no. 2

Coordinates SWEREF 99TM, N 6340432, E 707560
Type Stone setting

Size ca. 3 m in diameter

Form Almost round

Above sea level

Situation Situated on a small height in the western part of the monument
L2021:1494
Analyses
Description:

The facility is located on a slight elevation and has a depression in the middle. Along the
edge of the facility there are several grey stones, up to 0.7 m in size, which appear to have
been disturbed. The facility is otherwise covered with turf and vegetation.

After de-turfing, a packing of grey stones (0.3-0.4 m) appears in the middle of the facility.
There are two large stumps in the south-west section of the facility. There are some roots, but
the middle area is relatively easy to dig. After about 2-3 cm of excavation, light lime gravel
appears in the central part of the facility. Towards the north there is a stone packing around a
possibly collapsed curbstone. The stones are from 0.1-0.2 m in size.

During further excavation, fist-sized stones appear in the central part of the facility without
any visible order. A couple of the larger stones rest on smaller stones. The function of the
facility is unclear. No finds, charcoal or internal structures were found.

Interpretation:

It is doubtful whether the facility should be seen as a human construction, although the
almost circular shape of large grey stones indicates this. This may be a natural formation,
given the abundant presence of boulders along the ridge, on which several other remains lie.
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Illustrations:

Figure 67. Oblique photo of facility L2021:1494, construction 2. There is a hint of a circle formed by 8 large grey stones.
You can also note the stone packing in the lower left corner of the picture, next to the inner circle of stones, which is

probably a natural formation.

Profile, L2021:1494, construction 2

Figure 68. Profile of facility 1L.2021:1494, construction 2, oriented towards the north-east. Only the area within the stone

circle was excavated down to sterile ground.
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Ancient monument, Eke parish, L2021:1494

Construction no. 3

Coordinates SWEREF 99TM, N 6340452, E 707575
Type House construction

Size 6m x 5m (E-W)

Form Rectangular

Above sea level

Situation Located on the eastern edge of the ridge from Gudings castle to the
south.
Analyses
Description:

The construction is an approximately 6 x 5 meters large stone setting with a layer of turf
covering it. The stone packing consists of grey stones from 0.2 meters in diameter to 0.7
meters. There is a predominance of larger stones in the southern and south-western areas of
the trench. The construction is flat but follows the terrain as slightly sloping from south to
north.

After the de-turfing and cleaning, the hint of a shell wall along the northern and southern
side and a presumed opening in the eastern wall (approx. 0.8 m wide) could be noted. The
inner part of the stone packing was removed, while the walls were left untouched. Under
the top layer of stones was a new layer of grey stones, but in a slightly smaller size, ca.
0.2-0.3 m in diameter. The small stone-free surfaces, one in the middle of the facility and one
in the northern part of the wall, have an underlying layer of stones, which means that the
stone packing is perceived as smoother and more homogeneous in layer 2 than in layer 1.
Up to and including layer 2, there are no traces of a clear cultural layer, coal or finds. The soil
is still dark and compact through layer 2. There is some element of gravel, most clearly in
the northern part.

Layer 3 in the central part of the facility consisted of dark soil mixed with up to fist-sized
stones. Under this came sterile gravel, no finds or deviating soil conditions. A rectangular,
inner surface ca. 2.8 x 1.6 m (southwest-northeast) with fewer stones can be distinguished.
At the northeast short end there is a clear wall construction, consisting of stones about
0.3-0.4 m in size arranged in three levels. A ground-fixed block, on top of which a large stone
(0.6 m) is wedged by means of smaller stones (See figure #). All this forms a wall sloping to
the north-east.
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Around the facility, larger stones appear to be placed on top of smaller ones, as if to fix them.
In the south-west, larger stones with a width of about 0.8 meters are missing.

Several stones appear to have been moved by roots, five larger stumps from pines testify to
this.

Interpretation:

The shape, size and the implication of a shell wall indicate that the stone setting could be
interpreted as a “tomtning’. The absence of dateable material makes it difficult to determine
the age of the facility, but it is apparently related to other facilities in the area.

I1lustrations:

Go. Eke parish 2021. L2021:1494. Construction 3 layer Il

Figure 69. Vertical plan of L2021:1494, facility 3. A possible opening in the construction can be seen on
the eastern side of the stone packing.
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Figure 70. Detail of northern wall of L2021:1494, facility 3. Small stones can be seen stacked on top of each other,
sometimes with larger stones on top of these.
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Figure 71. Profile of L2021:1494, facility 3, oriented towards the North.
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Figure 72. Profile of L2021:1494 facility 3, oriented towards the East.
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Ancient monument, Eke parish, L2021:1494

Construction no. 4

Coordinates SWEREF 99TM, N 6340427, E 707603
Type Stone setting

Size 5m x 6m

Form Mainly rounded with vague demarcation

Above sea level

Situation Central within the ancient monument at a slight height.

Analyses 14C dating of charcoal from a layer under the construction gave the value
BP 1742+29, correlated to AD 244-402

Description:

Before de-turfing, the facility appears as a turf-covered stone mound with several visible
0.3-0.6 m large grey stones. Central in the facility are two larger stumps. The plant is of a
diffuse shape but appears to be rounded.

After de-turfing, several grey stones come to light with a dark layer of soil in between. The
northern part of the facility is located slightly higher than the southern part. The north-
eastern part contains gravel, probably the result of tree root movement. The stone packing
consists of several layers of stones and during further investigation it came to be
concentrated in the southern part of the facility, which meant that the subsequent stone layer
was removed at the height of the profile. The ground between the stones was still dark with
elements of sand. Some smaller charcoal fragments were found in this layer. A final survey
down to sterile and untouched soil was done within a limited area of about 3 x 2 meters
within the southern half of the facility. After examining down to sterile sand and clay, the
excavation area was then expanded slightly to the south-east and south-west. The
investigation found no traces of constructions, nor of any clear cultural layers, even though
individual charcoal fragments were found closer to the bottom. After examination, the
facility was restored.

Interpretation:

The investigation did not show any clear indications of the function or dating of the
construction. The facility consisted of several layers of larger and smaller stones, in no
apparent order, although one could note a certain similar size of stone in the lower layer. No
interpretation of the facility's function can be made, but it should be seen as part of the
whole environment with several remains and monuments with similar characteristics in the
immediate area. The #C of the charcoal from the bottom points to an earlier activity.
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Find Material:

Find no. Description

16 Small amount of charcoal from the bottom of the construction

Illustrations:

L2021:1494. Construction 4. Layer |

Figure 73. Vertical photo of facility L2021:1494, construction 4 after de-turfing. Further excavation was limited to the
southern half of the facility.
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Figure 74. Oblique photo of facility L2021:1494, construction 4 after de-turfing. Picture taken from the north.

L2021:1494. Construction 4. Profile

Figure 75. Profile of facility L2021:1494, construction 4, oriented towards the south.
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Ancient monument, Eke parish, L2021:1494

Construction no. 5

Coordinates SWEREF 99TM, N 6340391, E 707632
Type House construction

Size 5m x 9 m (N-S)

Form Rectangular

Above see level

Situation The construction is located on a low gravel ridge and oriented with the
north-west side towards the wall of the hillfort (Gudings castle) and the
south towards the sea.

Analyses 14C dating of the fireplace gave the dating BP 1316+29, correlated to AD
655-707.

Description:

Before the de-turfing, the facility appears as a rectangular construction with clear traces of a
shell wall along both long sides, about 1-1.2 meters wide, consisting in the western part of
smaller stones and in the eastern part of very large stones, up to 0.8 meters. One can notice a
slight round shape in the eastern short side.

After de-turfing and cleaning, a clear shell wall appears that surrounds the entire facility
with a relatively stone-free inner area. The western part towards the western short side,
houses a dense packing of larger stones (0.3-0.5m). No entrance can be noted, nor any traces
of any floor or other constructions indicating the existence of a regular roof.

The facility is surrounded by fairly abundant fallen rock and also naturally occurring rock,
which makes the exact demarcation of the outside of the facility somewhat unclear.

During further investigation, the inside of the facility was exposed. The shell wall, initially
visible on the surface, was judged to be built on slightly smaller stones than the ones lying
on top, along with some relatively large stones. The shell wall visible on the surface seems to
have at least one to two underlying layers of smaller stones with the character of a
foundation, i.e. that the large stones that form the shell wall lie on top of smaller stones.
Inside, the southern corner was fairly angular. The south-western inner wall along with the
south-eastern side was fairly straight up to the location of the hearth. The north-western
inner wall was also clearly straight, while the north-eastern (eastern short side) was strongly
curved.
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The inside of the shell wall was left untouched with the exception of the southern half of the
south-east wall. Two stones were removed (for safety reasons) during the excavation and
later returned. A collapsed rock at the southern end of the south-east wall was relocated to
its original location.

The surface inside the shell wall was dug down to untouched soil layers. Under the stone
packing in the south-western half, there were smaller stones in large quantities. In the north-
eastern half, there was first some pure on a relatively stone-free surface. A limited area in the
north-eastern half (the larger area with moist soil) was dug deeper to see the layer sequences
in the natural soil. It first showed about 12-15 cm of fine soil and below that about 15 cm of
clay, to be considered as the former seabed. No traces of a paved floor were found.

A hearth was located along the south-eastern inner wall (construction 5:4). The hearth
consisted of an approximately 1-meter rounded facility containing larger and less fire-
affected stones and quite abundant coal in a clear horizon towards the bottom. Charcoal
samples were taken (F19 and F20). A profile drawing was made, including the hearth and
the house wall. Additional traces of charcoal were found about 2 meters south along the
south-eastern wall (F21). In addition to the above-mentioned charcoal finds, some loose
charcoal was also found within the construction (F22-F24).

Remains of any floor were completely missing. Of course, some stones may have been used

as the outer edge stones of the house construction, but no form of regular pattern or the like

could be noted. No traces of an entrance could be noted. Remains or traces of a possible roof
were completely missing.

The finds, in addition to charcoal, consisted of a horseshoe nail (F17), found immediately
outside the excavated surface using a metal detector and also a small piece of bone (F18) in
the western corner of the shaft at the edge of the shell wall, probably animal bone.

Interpretation:

The construction has a clear shell wall built up of large stones lying on smaller stones and
with some filling of smaller stones, with a shape that can almost be characterized as
rectangular with a rounded shape in the eastern short side. Next to the southern long wall
was a clear fireplace with plenty of burnt stones and charcoal. The hearth undoubtedly
belongs to the construction, which means that a radiocarbon analysis of the charcoal from
the hearth will indicate the dating of the construction.

The shape and construction of the facility is almost house-like, but the lack of a clear

entrance, walls, floor, etc., means that the facility should be interpreted as a ‘tomtning” more
than as a regular house.
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Find Material:

Find no. Description

17 Partial horseshoe nail

18 Small piece of bone, 2 gr
19 Charcoal. sample nr. 2.
20 Charcoal, sample nr. 1

21 Charcoal

22 Charcoal

23 Charcoal, loose find

24 Charcoal, loose find

39 Sheep bone

I1lustrations:
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Fzgure 77. Obligue photo of faczlzty L2021:1494, construction 5, before de-turfing. A rectangular construction with a
shell wall can be seen through the turf.
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Go. Eke parish. L2021:1494. Construction 5. Layer |, de-turfing and cleaning /

Figure 78. Vertical photo of facility L2021:1494, construction 5, after de-turfing. A relatively stone-free area can be
seen in the center of the construction. Larger stones occur on the northern side of the construction.
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Figure 80. Vertical plan of facility L2021:1494 construction 5. The outer stones of the shell wall are highlighted in orange.
A hearth (5:4), situated along the south-eastern wall, is highlighted in grey with charcoal shown in black. A sheep bone
(F39) was found in the south-western corner and a horseshoe nail (F17) was found in the northern corner.

Figure 81. Oblique photo of facility L2021:1494, construction 5:2 in the south-west corner.
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Figure 83. Oblique photo of facility L2021:1494, construction 5:4, the hearth. Charcoal and fire-cracked
stones can be seen in the center of the photo.
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Figure 84. Profile of facility 1L.2021:1494, oriented towards the east. Detail of construction 5:4, the hearth.
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Figure 85. South-east corner of facility L2021:1494 construction 5.
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Figure 86. Profile of facility L2021:1494, oriented towards the north. Constructions 5:2, 5:3, and 5:5 are intersected by the

profile.
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Figure 87. Profile of facility 1L2021:1494, oriented towards the north-east. Construction 5:4, the hearth, is shown abutting

the south-eastern wall.
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Ancient monuments, Eke parish, L2021:1494

Construction no. 6, 6:1-6:5

Coordinates SWEREF 99TM, N 6340370, E 707679
Type House construction with ramparts
Size 10 m x 5.3 m (N-S)

Form Irregular

Above sea level

Situation The construction is situated in the southern part of a complex prehistoric
environment, on a small ridge going in NE-SW direction.

Analyses 14C dating from the fireplace in construction 6:4 gave the value BP
1253429, correlated to AD 673-876

Description: The facility consists of a probable ‘tomtning’, approximately 6 x 4 m in size,
which connects to a couple of stone ramparts. These ramparts fence off smaller, almost
stone-free areas, approximately 4-6 m in size, which are divided into two areas by an
intermediate stone rampart. The investigations of the construction came to be concentrated
on two areas within the fenced area outside the site itself, with the aim of tracking the
possible occurrence of activities within these areas. The two excavation areas were both
placed in such a way that parts of the stone ramparts came to be included in the excavation
areas (see figure 88). The excavation areas came to be called constructions 6:1 and 6:2. Below
is a description of the two excavation areas.

Construction 6:1

The examined area consisted of a rectangle of 5 x 4 meters within which its northern side
included parts of one of the stone ramparts that connect to the site itself in the southwest.
The stone wall appeared before de-turfing as a clear, single-layered row of grey stones of up
to 0.75 meters in size. Within the excavation area, there was also a larger pine tree in the
eastern part. The area inside the stone wall appeared as a slight depression in the ground
with only a few stones visible on the surface.

After de-turfing, a few more stones appear on the surface, as well as a clear concentration of
stone in two layers in the southern part of the excavation area. This stone packing is referred
to as construction 6:5. The area was examined down to the bottom with no trace of further
remains and no objects, or charcoal were found, except for a well-preserved iron nail with a
large head. The nail came at the edge of construction 6:5, i.e. (see figure 92) from a depth that
indicates that it could be dated to the same time period as construction 6.

Immediately northwest of the northern part of the trench, a well-preserved fibula with
estimated dating to the early Migration Period, i.e. 5th century AD, was found with the help
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of a metal detector. It was at the bottom of what can be called a disturbed layer, in the
transition to the untouched soil layers. It cannot be proven with full certainty that the fibula
should be connected to the construction, but there is much to suggest that this is the case.

Construction 6:2

The other area that was excavated was a few meters further to the south and southeast from
construction 6:1 and covered an area of 5 x 5 meters. In the eastern edge of the surface there
was a clear, partly turf-covered, row of stones, almost circular, consisting of stones of
different sizes (0.30 - 0.50 m). The stone wall had in part a shell wall character, consisting of
two rows of stones, where the inner row consisted of larger stone and the outer row of
smaller stone. The width of the stone wall was about 1-1.2 meters. Inside the stone wall was
a slightly sunken surface that was almost stone-free before de-turfing.

After de-turfing, a nearly circular stone packing clearly appears. The surface inside was
fairly stone-free. Two areas with traces of denser rock packings could be noted, both located
within the western part of the excavated area. These constructions are referred to as 6:3 and
6:4. Construction 6:3 was estimated within the excavation area to be 1 x 0.95 m in size. The
size of the stones varied between 0.20 and 0.50 m. The stones appear to lie directly on
gravel.

The second presumed construction appeared as an area of about 1.35 meters in size with
some brittle stones in the surface and rather dark soil, indicating a possible hearth.

During the continued excavation and in connection with the establishment of profiles, it
could be stated that the presumed construction 6:3 did not have any similar construction
characteristics (within the excavated area) which indicated that it should be interpreted as a
separate facility, so the excavation was discontinued.

The concentration of stone (6:4) and dark soil with elements of brittle stones in the surface,
turned out to be a pit surrounded by and partially filled with larger brittle burnt stones.
Towards the bottom of the pit/hearth, charcoal was found, of which a sample for
radiocarbon analysis was taken.

Interpretation:

The stone walls, and surrounding areas, that came to be excavated constitute some form of
enclosure in connection with a presumed ‘tomtning” (not excavated) near where there is a
clear opening in the stone wall in the northeast. The stone walls themselves cannot be dated
as no constructions or dateable traces have been found that can be directly linked to them,
with the possible exception of the nail that came from construction 6:5. Given its location in
relation to the surrounding stone packing, the rather large and deep hearth/cooking pit that
emerged within excavation area 6:2 most likely belongs to the facility, located in the
unexcavated area. Charcoal from the fireplace point to a dating to Vendel Period.

Even the fibula, found about 0.5 meters outside the stone wall 6:1 cannot be linked with
absolute certainty to facility 6. However, its location next to the stone wall and the depth of
the layer it was found in, indicates that it should be dated to the same period as the
‘tomtning” and the stone walls.
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Find Material:

Find no. Description

25 | Fibula, bronze, dated to the 5-6th century AD (Migration Period)

26 | Nail with a large head and a curved end, iron

27 | Charcoal from the construction 6:4, 1 gr

28 | Charcoal from the ocnstruction 6:4, 2 gr

29 | Burned bone, 5 small pieces, 1 gr.

Illustrations:

Anl. 6

Figure 88. Vertical plan of facility L2021:1494, constructions 6 & 7. The two excavated areas (6:1 & 6:2) can be seen
intersected by the stone ramparts.
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Figure 90. Oblique photo of facility L2021:1494, construction 6:2, before de-turfing.
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Figure 91. Oblique photo of facility L2021:1494, constructions 6:2 in the foreground and 6:1 in the background, after de-
turfing.
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Go. Eke parish. 2021. L2021:1494. Construction 6:1. Layer II.

Figure 92. Vertical plan of facility L2021:1494. Construction 6:1 is a linear stone packing that may be a kind of

rampart. Construction 6:5 is a stone packing in the southern corner where a nail (F26) was found. A fibula
dated to the Migration Period (F25) was found next to the trench.
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Figure 93. Profiles of facility 1L2021:1494 constructions 6:1. Profile A-B is oriented towards the south-east
while profile C-D is oriented towards the south-west.
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Go. Eke parish. 2021. L2021:1494. Construction 6:2, 6:3 and 6:4, lager Il.

Figure 96. Vertical plan of facility L2021:1494. Construction 6:2 is a linear stone packing that may be a kind of rampart.
Construction 6:3 is a stone packing in the south-west corner. Construction 6:4 is a hearth in which burnt stones, charcoal
(27) and a few burnt bones(F29) were found.
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Go. Eke parish 2021 L2021:1494 Constructions 6:2, 6:3. 6:4
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Figure 97. Profiles of facility L2021:1494 constructions 6:2, 6:3, and 6:4. Profile A-B is oriented towards the north-east
while profile C-D is oriented towards the south-east.
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Ancient monument, Eke parish, L2021:1494

Construction no. 8

Coordinates SWEREF 99TM, N 6340462, E 707574
Type Terrace edge

Size 7 m long (NW-SE)

Form

Above sea level

Situation Along the eastern side of a ridge from Gudings castle to the south

Analyses

Description:

A 7-meter-long shaft in the northwest-southeast direction was excavated along the eastern
edge of a north-south ridge. Along the shaft edge are several larger stones that are just over
one meter apart. The size of the stones is about (0.2-0.3 m). The surface is covered with turf
and vegetation. After de-turfing, a layer of about 20 cm, several stones appeared, some of
which form a second layer of stone in the terrace edge. The excavation continued to
approximately 25 cm below the surface and with a width of the trench being about 0.5 m.
There are several stones, unevenly distributed, which appear to have collapsed from the
edge of the terrace. The stones vary in size from 0.1-0.7 m.

There were no findings during the investigation, nor any charcoal.

Interpretation:

The edge of the terrace forms a boundary between the ridge to the west, on which there are
several remains with unclear function in the form of plots, and a low-lying area to the east.
The area to the east of the terrace edge is a low-lying area, almost completely stone-free,
which suggests that the terrace edge formed a boundary to a body of water in the east
during the late Bronze Age to the Early Iron Age. The terrace may have served both as a
place to pull up smaller boats and as a cleared surface for seine fishing. The level of the
ancient shoreline east of the terrace edge is currently about 3.7 m above sea level.

104



Illustrations:

P y A L 1 ’ R L O SRR
Figure 98. Oblique photos of facility L2021:1494, construction 8. The terrace after de-turfing and cleaning. Picture taken
from the south on the left and from the north on the right.

Figure 99. Profile of L2021:1494, facility 8. The terrace is shown from the south-east (left) towards the north-west (right).

Go. Eke parish 2021 L2021:1494 Facility 8

[ Turf [[] Limestone gravel

Figure 100. Profile of L2021:1494, facility 8, oriented towards the west.
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Ancient monument, Eke parish, L2021:1494

Construction no. 9

Coordinates SWEREF 99TM, N 6340474, E 707563
Type Sunken road (h&lvag)

Size ca. 20 m (E-W)

Form Slightly concave

Above sea level

Situation On the east side of a ridge, leading down to a low laying area

Analyses

Description:

A trench measuring 1 x 3 m was laid out across the presumed hollow road / boat landing in
a northwest-southeast direction. The facility is covered with grass and moss with single
stones, 0.2-0.3 m in size, visible on the ground, especially on the north side. In the middle of
the trench, slightly offset from the south, there is a 1.5 m wide bowl-shaped depression with
small elements of stone.

After de-turfing and cleaning, clear stone packings appear on both sides of the depression.
The stones of each packing differ in size. On the south side of the depression, there is a
dense packing of 0.1-0.2 m large stones, while the stone packing on the north side consists of
0.4-0.7 m large stones. Between the stone packings, almost in the middle of the trench, is a
stone-free area of just under 1 meter. At the southern side of the northern packing there is a
larger stone, ca. 0.6 x 0.6 m. During the continued excavation, stones also appear in the
central part of the facility, 0.1-0.2 m in size. These can largely be seen as natural. No other
constructions are found on either side of the depression. No objects or charcoal are found,
which makes the dating of the facility uncertain.

Interpretation:

The facility should nearest be interpreted as a hollow road leading from the higher elevation
and existing facilities to the west down to the east and the lower-lying area which is partly
stone-free. The southern of the two stone ramparts surrounding the probable hollow road
continues to the east on a stretch of about 20 meters. It appears here as a single-layered,
sparse row of 0.3-0.6 m large grey stones.

The facility should be interpreted, by all accounts, as a hollow road. Its function and dating

are most likely associated with the ancient remains located on the north-south running
ridge.
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Illustrations:

Figure 102. Vertical photo of facility L2021:1494, construction 9.
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Ancient monument, Eke parish, L2021:1495

Construction no. 1

Coordinates SWEREF 99TM, N 6340287, E 707243
Type House construction

Size 4 m x 4 m (N-S)

Form Square

Above sea level

Situation
Analyses Sheep’s tooth for C14 dating gave the value BP 508+30, correlated to
AD 1330-1448
Description:

The facility is located inside the northern wall of Gudings castle, just to the west of a
possible entrance. Before de-turfing, the area appeared as a roughly square shaped packing
of stones ranging from large (0.3-0.4 m) to medium (0.2-0.3 m) in size. Only the tops of the
rocks around the edge were visible through the turf. The centre of the facility appeared
empty and slightly depressed.

Layer I
After de-turfing and cleaning, it became apparent that the stone packing continued through

the centre of the facility. The north-east corner contained a large flat stone that was unlike
any of the other stones. There was a roughly oval shaped depression on the eastern side of
the facility where the stones were more dispersed. A tree stump located on the eastern edge
of the facility could be the cause of the depression with the roots having displaced some of
the stones. On the southern edge there is a small mound that may continue further past the
border of the trench.

Layer II
Further investigation was made of the depression located on the eastern side of the trench. A

section of large stones running from east to west across the depression was left intact to
serve as a profile while the areas of the depression to the north and south were excavated
further. The soil was removed from between the stones on the surface until a layer of smaller
stones was encountered underneath. The larger stones on the surface were removed and
excavation continued through a layer of smaller stones until a layer of gravel was reached.
The gravel layer was dug to a depth of approximately 5-6 cm. No finds or cultural layer
were found. A profile was made of the facility facing toward the north and including the
remaining section of the depression. Photographs were taken of the profile and the entire
facility. The facility was restored by returning the excavated stones, gravel, and soil.

108



Interpretation:

The facility appears to be some kind of structural remains, however this could not be
confirmed from our excavation. The stones ranged in size from large (0.3-0.4 m) to small (0.1
m or less) and were unevenly dispersed across the facility. Most of the larger stones were
located on the outer edges of the facility, but most notably on the west and south sides. No
clear shell wall could be noted. The sheep bones is probably not connected to the
construction

Find Material:

Find no: Description

30 Sheep’s tooth

Sample no: Description

1 Sheep’s tooth for C14 dating

Illustrations:

L2021:1495. Layer |

Figure 103. Vertical photo of facility 1L.2021:1495 after de-turfing.
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Figure 104. Profile of facility L2021:1495 oriented towards the north.
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Ancient monument, Eke parish, L2021:1504

Construction no. 1
Coordinates SWEREF 99TM, N 6340321, E 707687
T
ype Grave
Size 11 m x 5 m (NW-SE)
Form Almost Rectangular
Above sea level 3.25-3.45m
Situation Forms the end of the ridge with numerous remains that stretch from

Gudings castle to the south. The area south of the facility is rather low-
lying and with a measured height of 3.6 meters above sea level.

Analyses 14C analysis of the burnt bones from construction 1:1 gave the value BP
1608+29, correlated to AD 415-540.

Description:

The facility is visible before de-turfing as an almost oval construction, consisting of two
almost parallel rows of stones, approximately 3 meters apart, can be seen through the turf in
the southern area of the trench. The eastern row of stones is fairly clear and consists of
0.4-0.6 m grey stones, while the western row consists of slightly smaller stones that are more
diffuse and have slightly sparser areas between them. The exact end of the stones in the
north is unclear, as is exactly which stones can be said to be included in the southern part.
Together, the rows of stones form a shape resembling a ship-like formation.

Towards the north of the construction there is a clear height with a fairly dense, but turf-
filled stone packing of 0.2-0.4 m grey stones. The northern boundary of the facility appears
to be rounded before de-turfing. Central to the northern area of the trench is a large pine
tree, which significantly affects the facility.

After de-turfing, the rows of stones in the southern area of the trench of the examined
surface appear more clearly because the area in between them is largely stone-free, with only
a few smaller stones. In the middle of the facility there is now a more compact stone layer
with medium-sized stones (0.3-0.4 m) adjacent to one of the larger stones in the eastern row
of stones that delimits the construction. Around the large stone that marks the end of the
eastern row of stones, there is a packing with smaller stones (0.1 m) within an approximately
70 cm wide area around the stone, except in the far east. The facility was documented in
plan and with a profile. There were no clear traces of construction, so the stone packing
cannot be seen as a separate facility.

Central between the two rows of stones is a clear circular construction, consisting of 0.3-0.6
m large grey stones with smaller stones within the delimited surface. The stone circle is
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approximately 2 meters in diameter and houses a hint of brittle stones within the facility.
Under this stone layer, a clear and well-defined layer emerged with burnt bones within an
area of approximately 25 cm in diameter and with a thickness of about 5 cm. A total of 111
grams of very small burnt bones were found, including many tubular bones and a couple of
cranium fragments. The osteological analysis of the bones shows that they are primarily
animal bone, a smaller animal, probably a dog. In addition, there are two skull fragments,
likely human. In addition to burnt bones, a very small amount of charcoal was found inside
the construction.

In the northern part of the facility, which was not examined but only turfed and cleaned,
there appears to be another circular facility (facility 2).

In addition to the bones and charcoal from the central construction (1:1), a lance, preserved
to a length of about 14.5 cm, was found in the eastern row of stones. It was standing almost
vertically between the stones with the tip pointing upwards. The shaft of the lance appears
to have been broken, but no other fragments of it were found in the immediate area. No
other objects or definite structures could be noted within the investigated area. The
northernmost part is not examined to the bottom but only de-turfed up to the back of the
large pine that stands here.

Interpretation:

The construction as a whole is very difficult to understand, with elements of apparently less
delimited facilities. The general impression is that there are two longer rows of stones,
located about 3 meters apart and to a length of 11 meters, which form an almost ship-like
structure. Within this surface there is a round facility consisting of larger grey stones that
surround a surface with some brittle burnt stones and a layer of burnt bones. The
osteological analysis shows that it is apparently human bones and bones from a smaller
animal, probably a dog.

The northern part of the facility, which has not been excavated since a large tree is located
here, possibly houses another construction similar to the one examined with burnt bones. It
appears, after the de-turfing, that there are at least two layers of stone on top of each other.
Whether this is a grave cannot be determined at present, but there is much to suggest that
this is the case, probably of the same nature as facility 1.

Find Material:

Find no. Description

31 Animal bone, ca 2x1 cm.
32 Lance, ca 14.5 cm long, shaft broken
33 Charcoal from construction 1:1

34 Burned bone fragments from construction 1:1, 111 gr in total. Sample
submitted for C14 dating.
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Illustrations:
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Figure 105. Oblique photo of facility L2021:1504 after de-turfing. Picture taken towards the north.

113



Go. Eke parish. 2021. L2021:1504, layer IlI

Figure 106. Vertical plan of facility L2021:1504. Constructions 1:1 and 1:2, highlighted in yellow are circular stone
packings. Burnt human and animal bones (F34) and charcoal (F33) were found in construction 1:1. A vague ship form,
highlighted in purple, is created by the large outer stone rows. The end of a lance (F32) was found wedged vertically
between the rocks with the tip pointing upwards.
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Figure 107. Profiles of facility L2021:1504, construction 1:1, both oriented towards the north. The burnt bones (F34) can
be seen in profile A-B.
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L2021:1504. Construction 1:1

Figure 108. Vertical plan of facility L2021:1504, construction 1:1. The red area in the center of the
construction indicates the location of the burnt bones found underneath the overlaying stone.

[—

Figure 109. Human cranium fragments (F34). Burnt human bones were found mixed with burnt
animal bones in construction 1:1.
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Figure 110. Lance (F32) photographed in situ. Found wedged vertically between the stones.

Figure 111. Lance (F32). The lance appears to be broken at the shaft (right side).
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Fyndlista Projekt The Connecting Point 2021, Ist dnr. 431-1662-2021

Anl nr . . . . .
ruta Lager Fynd nr Sakord/object Undertyp Vikt (g) Length Width Height Thickness Diameter

Diarie_nr  Socken Fastighet RAA nr square  layer  CONStruct.  fingnr type Material Ant ex weight | mm mm mm (mm) (mm) Dating Comments
431-1662- sma fragment,
2021 Eke Gudings 1:3 L1977:4153 1] 7 1 Keramik 429 60 42 11 férmodligen inte

ett fullt karl
431-1662- . . . . o .
2021 Eke Gudings 1:3 L1977:4153 1] 7 2 Slipsten Bryne Sandsten 1 12 58 21 5 hal i ena &nden
‘2‘3;'11 elet Eke  |Gudings1:3 | L1977:4153 i 7 3 Ben Fér tand 1 0,5
trattformiga
andknoppar,
431-1662- : ) ] . - Pennanular . ... | bandformig nal,
2021 Eke Gudings 1:3 L1977:4153 v 7,2 4 Ringspénne Brooch Brons 1 98 12 6 80 Vikingatid cirkeldesigner pa
nal och
andknoppar,
‘z‘g; 662" Exe  |Gudings1:3 | L1977:4153 v 7.2 5 Baltesspanne Brons 1 107 | 67 22 5 :z’s‘:" eller lader
431-1662- | g0 Gudings1:3 | L1977:4153 v 7,2 6 Textilfragment Okand hittat fast vid
2021 ringspannen
rektangulart
431-1662- . . . Mojlig del av Brons/ bronsstycke med
2021 Eke Gudings 1:3 L1977:4153 \% 7,2 7 sheath Lader 1 22 31 17 4 nitar, lader mellan
bronsark
431-1662- . . . . . .

2021 Eke Gudings 1:3 L1977:41583 v 7,2 8 Kniv Jarn 1 29 125 12 6 kraftigt korroderad
4511660 Méjlig tunt okénlt rtnaterlal
-1002 Eke  |Gudings 1:3 | L1977:4153 W% 7,2 9 Okand organisk 38 som omsiuter
2021 ) cylindrisk formad

material .
jord

‘2‘3;'11 elet Eke  |Gudings1:3 | L2021:1494 1 10 Hastskosom 1 45 26 6 2

‘2‘3;'11 662- | Exe |Gudings1:3 | L2021:1494 I 1 11 Benbitar 1 110 45 22 11

‘2‘32'11 662- | Exe |Gudings1:3 | L2021:1494 I 1 12 Benbit 1 ingér i 11
‘2‘32'11 alef- Eke | Gudings1:3 | L2021:1494 I 1 13 Benbit 1 ingar i 11
‘z‘g; 662- Eke | Gudings1:3 | L2021:1494 I 1 14 Benbitar ingér i 11
‘2‘3;'11 662- | Exe |Gudings1:3 | L2021:1494 I 1 15 Benbitar ingér i 11




431-1662-

Utgar. Used for

2021 Eke Gudings 1:3 L2021:1494 4 16 Kol o
gg; ;1 662- Eke  |Gudings 1:3 | L2021:1494 | 5 17 Hastskosém Jarn 1 3 17 9 9 ﬂgls'?s\:(osém
ao16%% | Eke  |Gudings1:3 | L2021:1494 | 5 18 Ben 1 2 70

gg;? 662- Eke Gudings 1:3 L2021:1494 i 54 19 Kol Utgar

gg; 662- Eke  |Gudings 1:3 | L2021:1494 I 5:4 20 Kol Utgér

gg; 062 Eke  |Gudings 1:3 | L2021:1494 11 5 21 Kol Utgar

gg;? ele Eke Gudings 1:3 L2021:1494 ] 5 22 Kol Utgar

gg;? Sl Eke Gudings 1:3 L2021:1494 ] 51 23 Kol Utgar
1692 Eke  |Gudings1:3 | L2021:1494 1 5:4 24 Kol Utgar

gg;? 662- Eke Gudings 1:3 L2021:1494 6;1 25 Fibula Brons 1 13 55 20 27 ca. 400 AD |trasig fjader
gg;? 662- Eke Gudings 1:3 L2021:1494 i 6,5 26 Spik Jarn 1 9 35 20 18

Joi 1882 Eke |Gudings1:3 | L2021:1494 1 6:4 27 Kol 10 1 Utgar

gg; ele Eke Gudings 1:3 | L2021:1494 1] 6 28 Kol 20 2 Utgéar

gg;? 662- Eke Gudings 1:3 L2021:1494 6;4 29 Bréant Ben 1

gg;: e Eke Gudings 1:3 L2021:1495 | 30 Ben Far tand 45 g§g4ér. Used for
gg;? 662- Eke Gudings 1:3 L2021:1504 1 31 Ben 1 0,9 24 9 25

32;11 662- Eke Gudings 1:3 L2021:1504 1 32 Lansspets 1 60 160 27 3

gg;? sz Eke Gudings 1:3 L2021:1504 1,1 33 Kol 9 Utgar

‘2‘:3211 662- Eke Gudings 1:3 L2021:1504 1,1 34 Brant Ben 111

gg; ;1 662- Rone I:/!ggsarve L1975:1157 | 35 Tand & Ben Ma|>\(/iII:I3a & 1 26 44 26 16 (L;t194ér. Used for
gg; 62" | Rone ':’!ggsa“’e L1975:1157 & 36 Flinta 4

431-1662- Utgar, Delar av
2021 Groétlingbo | Ronnings 1:3 L1976:750 3.2 Il 37 Tand 1 8 40 tand, Not. Used

for C14.




431-1662-

2021 Eke Gudings 1:3 L1977:4153 38 Hastskosém 5 27 15
‘2‘3;'11 662- Exe  |Gudings1:3 | L2021:1494 39 Ben Fér ben 10 98 10




Appendix 2

The Connecting Point
Osteological analysis of the bone material from Eke parish (i.a.)

Summer 2021, investigations Arendus/ Associate Professor Dan Carlsson

EKE Parish
Ancient monument, 1.1977:4153
Facility 7.1

115 grams. Highly fragmented pieces of skeleton, apparently from cranium and long bone of an
arm (likely humerus). Some of the largest bone fragments are from the cranium. There are about
ten teeth, none attached to any part of a mandible or maxilla. Erosion of the teeth indicates an
approximate age between the years of 35-40. No signs of calculus or caries could be detected. A
molar from the mandible was submitted for an analysis, as well as a sample of the corpus on the
humerus.

Facility 7.2

Complete but very fragmented skeleton. In general, the
bone material is dark and well-preserved, but due to the
taphonomic effects of the large number of stones that
were placed on top of the skeleton, there are few parts
that exceed 5-6 cm in size. Most information has been
retrieved from the dental material.

Only one tooth, the wisdom tooth in the right lower jaw
half (48), but there are also about ten loose teeth, some
of which can be placed in the mandible. The first two
molars on the right side (16 and 46) are very obliquely
worn, probably due to the fact that these were used as
"tools" or that something was held tight or drawn over
the surfaces of the teeth. One of these teeth from the
lower mandible (46) is clearly coloured green, it seems it
has come loose from the jaw and ended up next to the
ring buckle. A severe caries attack is found on a
premolar (45?). An extreme amount of calculus occurs
on some of the teeth. Traces of mild abscess (exudate
formation due to an infection at the root of the tooth) at
the posterior tooth in the left lower jaw half, probably
37 when the wisdom tooth (38) is either not formed or
lost ante mortem, the jawbone is porous but without
traces of alveolus.

Alot of skeletal changes are postcranial. These mainly



consist of osteophytes in joint ends and muscle attachments all over the skeleton, for example in
the spine, on the shoulder blades and on the back of the femur and tibia. A rather serious change
was noted on a joint surface of a cervical vertebrae, where this was worn out by lying directly
against the next vertebrae joint.

In the area where the skeleton's upper body was located, a small ball-shaped stone, about 11 mm
in diameter, was recovered. This could be a kidney-or a gallstone.

Sex determination: The only suitable characteristics for sex determination in the skeleton are
detected from the cranium, where these indicate the individual to be a male. The two post-cranial
measurements that could be taken (see below) also confirm this.

Age determination: The only, although uncertain, method that could be applied to estimate the
approximate age of this individual at the time of their death is to analyse the erosion of the teeth.
This indicates that the person was in their 40s, but due to the severely worn molars, this can not be
stated with full certainty. However, the individual is evidently an adult, and the detected
osteophytes as well as other skeletal changes are most often encountered in older individuals.
Therefore, a reasonable estimate is that the age at death of this individual was between the ages of
40 to 50.

Body length: Due to the fact of the skeleton being so highly fragmented, no reliable measurements
for the height determination could be taken. An approximately smallest measurement of the
maximum femoral length that was taken in situ, however, was ca 48 cm which would indicate an
approximate body length of 176 cm.

Measures:

Left femoral head, diameter: 49 mm

Right shoulder blade, joint end towards humerus, height: 40 mm
Molar 2 mand dx (47) submitted for analysis.

In the area where the skeleton's upper body was located, a small ball-shaped stone, about 11 mm
in diameter, was recovered. This could be a kidney or gallstone. Some animal bones are also
recovered from the grave, mainly from a smaller bird, but also a fish vertebra (figures below).

Figure x. The bones of a small bird, found close to the head. Figqure x. A small stone from the area of the
upper part of the body. b



Ancient monument, 1.2021:1495
Fnr 30

4 grams. A molar of sheep.

Ancient monument, 1.2021:1504
Fnr 31 Construction 1

<lgram, ca 2,5 cm. 1 fragment, animal bone

Fnr 34 Construction 1
Burnt bone

Ca 2dl, 96 grams. Mainly white-burnt, generally 0.5-2 cm large fragments. Several parts of tubular
bones with a small diameter, not likely human but rather one (or more) smaller animals. A pair of
joint ends without traces of ongoing or completed fusion indicates an adult individual.

However, two cranial fragments, one of which is burnt black, both about 2 cm in size, probably
originate from humans.

Ancient monument L2021:1494
Fnr 11-15 Construction 1

48 grams, ca 35 fragments, 0,5-7 cm large. Pieces of long bones, likely human femur and tibia.

Fnr 18 Construction 5

2 grams, 1 fragment ca 7 cm. A piece of tubular bone from an animal.

Fnr 39 Construction 5

9 grams, 1 fragment ca 9 cm. Metacarpal or -tarsal bone of a juvenile sheep.
RONE Parish

Ancient monument L1975:1157

22 grams, ca 5 cm. Molar of a cattle.

GROTLINGBO Parish

Ancient monument L1976:750

7 grams, pieces of a cattle tooth.

Visby 2021-08-04

Petter Akeson



C14 prover Eke 2021

Prov

Fornl

Anl

Beksrivning

Koordinater

Dating BP

Korrelerade viarden

2021:2

2021:7

2021:1

2021:5

2021:6

2021:3

2021:4

2021:10

2021:8

2021:9

™) ca

L2021:1494

L2021:1494

L2021:1494

L2021:1494

L2021:1504

L1977:4153

L1977:4153

L2021:1495

L1976:750

L1975:1157

6:4

71

7:2

71

Bone from anl. 1:1.
Human bones. Group
4. Eke

Charcoal from the
bottom of the
construction. Group
3. Eke

Charcoal from
fireplace along the
eastern longside in
the construction. Eke

Charcoal from
fireplace/group. Eke

Burnt bones from
grave. Eke

Metatarsal right. Foot
bone skeleton (nr 2).
Eke

Arm bone from the
very fragmented
skeleton. Eke

Tooth of sheep from
house inside Gudings
slott. Group 2. Eke

Cow tooth,
construction in
Grotlingbo

Cow tooth,
construction in Rone

N 6340474, E 707551

N 6340452, E 707575

N 6340398, E 707627

N 6340374, E 707682

N 6340326, E 707689

N 6340431, E 707465

N 6340431, E 707464

N 6340497, E 707401

N 6337651, E 705237

N 6341601, E 709671

*
1932+29

1742+29

1316+29

1253+29

1608+29

*
899+29

*
327+37

508+30

Prov 8 was of bad
quality and could not
be dated.

1178+33

AD 23-203

AD 244-402
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Graves between Migration period and Viking period. Instances from Eke

Alice Rosa Brusin

The island of Gotland in Sweden offers a good sample for the analysis of
the changing in ritual and orientation of the burials: practices as inhumation
and cremations sometimes coexist, sometimes one of the two is
preponderant. Inhumation graves allowed us to observe the shifts of the
alignment of the burials, custom that was probably connected to changes in
beliefs and rituals.

In particular will be taken as an instance seven graves, belonging to
Migration Period and Viking Age, all of them excavated in recent years in

Eke parish.

The choice to dispose an inhumation grave following a particular and not a
random orientation could be derived from determinate religious or social
beliefs, but the researches regarding this argument are still few?.

As long as a deceased is buried in a grave, a symbolic connection is
established with the surrounding landscape; many factors can influence the
disposition of the burial, like the existence of other graves in a cemetery,
other existing monuments, celestial bodies, social and personal aspects of
the defunct?.

H. J. Rose distinguishes two different kind of ways to choose the disposition
of the grave: the celestial orientation, in which the rule is to follow a cardinal
point, and the terrestrial orientation, «in which the body faces some point,
real or imaginary, near or far, on the surface of the earth3»

Generally Norse pagan burials follow a N-S orientation*, but inside this

macro classification is possible to discern different alterations.

! Zugaiar 2012, p. 6.
2 Kurila 2013, p. 39.
% Rose, 1922, p. 128.
4 Zugaiar, 2012, p. 6.
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Go. Eke parish 2018
Gudings 1:3
Construction 29A
Skeleton

Go. Eke parish 2018

Figg. 2, 3 — Skeletal remains of Facility
29, from the excavation of Gudings slott of
2018. Drawings by the author.

5 Lindstrom 1997, p. 116.
& Carlsson 2018, pp. 33, 34.
" Knapp 2021, p. 18.

On Gotland the graves from 2300 BC to 1100 AC
generally follow the axis align to NNE- SSW direction,
although during the period included between 550 AD and
800 AD the main trend seems to be to follow N-S and
NNW-SSE directions®.

The graves in Eke are included in this pattern, but an
important change occurred between Migration period and
Viking Age: while in the Migration period burials the head
of the dead is the North edge of the grave, in the
subsequent burials belonging to Viking Age are positioned
in the opposite direction. The body is aligned on the
direction S-N, with the head positioned in the South

margin.

1. Description of the burials in Eke

The burials studied accrue from the excavations in Eke
parish from the years 2018, 2019 and 2021 by Gotland
Archaeological Field School, specifically in the area of
Gudings Slott and Smiss.

The excavation taken in 2018 brought to light a grave
containing two construction with skeletons partially
preserved, which have been nominated with the numbers
29a and 29b.

Construction 29a kept the body of a man of approximately
40 years old, buried with grave goods such a knife and a
decorated bronze belt buckle; the head was positioned to the
south and the feet to the north®. The other construction (29b)
hosted instead a skeleton identified by the osteological
analysis belonging to a woman of about 50 years old”. The
orientation of the body was NE-SW, with the head in the
SW edge; together with the body a box brooch, two bronze



Go. 19 Eke parish

Gudings 1:3 Go. 19 Eke parish
RAA 49:2 \ Gudings 1:3
Construction 12:3 * RAA 49:2
Layer Ill Construction 12:2
Skeleton I Skeleton Il
|\
A

Figg. 4, 5 — Skeletal remains from Facility 12, from
the 2019 Excavation in Gudings slott. Drawings by
the author.

decorative pins and a knife have been p v
found. The typology of the artefacts and \
the disposition of the bodies identify the

graves as belonging to the Viking Age®.

From the excavation of the years 2019 three facilities contained bodies partially preserved that
permitted to observe the original disposition of the defunct. Facility 12 hosted three skeletons:
skeleton I was smashed and incomplete, while skeleton 11 was better conserved. These two graves lay
on the right of the remains of another skeleton (I11), placed in the middle of the facility, which was
composed only by a smashed cranium and few bones of the upper part of the body, but accompanied
by grave goods such as pearls, a brooch, a needle and a knife; despite the poor conservation of
skeleton 11 and 111 is possible to recognize a N-S disposition of all the bodies, all of them with the
head located toward south. On the basis of C*and osteological analysis, is possible to identify
skeleton 111 as belonging to a woman of about 35 years old alive between 864 and 992 AD, while
skeleton | (uncertain gender, about 35 years old) was dated to 951-1032 AD. Skeleton Il was the
younger: the body appertained to a woman of 20-25 years old, lived between 1024-1156 AD®.

8 Carlsson 2018, pp. 34, 35.
® Carlsson, Bokor, 2019, pp. 47, 48.



Facility 13 hosted two defuncts, the first one (Skeleton I) belonging to a woman lay on her back,
accompanied by two brooches, and the second one (Skeleton Il), positioned in the southern part of
the facility, was identified as a man on the basis of his grave goods (a knife, a belt buckle and a ring
buckle). Both the burials belonging to Viking Age but Skeleton 11 was older. The orientation of the
bodies pursues the N-S axis, with both the heads in the southern direction?.

Another multiple burial, dated around 1000 AD, had already been excavated in the south-eastern
corner of Gudings slott in 1987, which included the bodies of one man and three woman, one of them
completely destroyed; the other three graves were aligned to the N-S axis with the head in the south

sidell,

Go. 19 Eke parish Go. Eke parish 2019 .

Gudings 1:3 Smiss 2:1 L1977: 6082 (RAA 101:1)

RAA 49:2 \ Construction 1

Construction 13 N \\
Skeleton |

Figg. 7, 8 — Skeletal remains from Facility 13 in Gudings slott, and from Facility 2 in Smiss,
2019 Excavation. Drawings by the author.

10 Carlsson, Bokor, 2019, pp. 55, 56.
11 Hegardt 1991, pp. 45, 43.



Close to Gudings slott, in Smiss 2:1, one more grave was excavated: the skeleton found in the Facility

2:1 is attributed to a man of about 20 years old, in life during the Migration Period (C**analysis gave

a range between 382 and 587 AD). The body was oriented N-S but, differently from the previously

presented graves, the head was positioned on the northern direction!2. The case is not isolated on

Gotland: other Migration period burials, with the same alignment on the N-S axis and the head located

in the northern edge, are registered in the cemetery of Barshalder (Grétlingbo and Fide parishes, not

distant from Eke parish)*® and in Fleringe parish'4.

7

Go. Eke parish 2021
L1977:4153
Construction 7.2
Skeleton

Fig. 9 — Skeletal remains from Facility 7, excavated in 2021.
Drawing by the author.

12 Carlsson, Bokor, 2019, pp. 67, 68.
13 Rundkvist 2003, pp. 58, 59.

14 Carlsson 2015, pp. 10, 11.

15 Carlsson et alii, 2021, in press.

The most recent excavation of Gotland
Archaeological Field School, held in
2021, brought to light another grave in
the southern area of Gudings slott.

A large mound, called Facility 7, was
excavated and it turned out to host the
skeletons of two individuals: one was
positioned on the eastern area of the
mound and the remains consisted in
fragments of the cranium and few
bones of an arm. The other defunct
was found in the middle of the mound
in a more typical grave. The grave
goods (a penannular brooch, a knife
and a bronze belt buckle) of the latter
seem to indicate that the person buried
was a man lived during the Viking
Age. The skeleton was oriented on the
axis N-S, with the head positioned in
the South?®,



2. Possible interpretations

As can be seen from this small range of samples the orientation of the burials was not something
random but accurately chosen before the deposition of the body. This implies a series of symbolic
meanings can be investigated. An issue that shouldn’t be forgotten is the fact that probably the
conception of cardinal points was different from the modern one: Jonathan Lindstrém discerns three
different patterns. He calls the modern conception A system; B system presents a rotation of 10°/20°
degrees clockwise respect model A, while the rotation in the so-called C system reaches 50°/60°
degrees clockwise. This does not mean that people in the past made errors but most probably the

variation of rotation was a precise choice?.

N N

A B C

Fig. 10 — The three different conceptions of cardinal points suggested by Jonathan Lindstrém

2.1 In death as in life

The election of the orientation N-S could be justified in different ways. A possible explanation is
that the graves were oriented in the some direction in which the houses of the settlement were
positioned, so in the same way as these people used to live: this implies also the fact that the dwellings
should be constructed following a particular disposition, perhaps «in which a window or door lets in
the sunlight which, shining on a post or the like, forms a rude sundial, or, with the aid of certain
observed points outside the house, such as hills, or simply by the angle which the light enters at noon,
furnishes a sort of rough calendar. Such houses have usually the door or other openings to the

south»?’,

16 Lindstrom 1997, pp. 119, 120.
7 Rose, 1922, p. 134. See also Nilsson, 1920, pp. 20, 21.



2.2. The road to Hel and the road to Asgard: a religious explanation

Considered the lack of contemporary written sources, another hypothesis could be found in the
mythology: the nine worlds of Norse mythology were positioned accurately in the different cardinal
points, where four dwarves, called Austri, Vestri, Nordri e Sudri support the sky*8. Niflheim, the
world of cold, darkness and humidity was located North of the Ginnungap (the deep abyss where the
nothingness was contained), while in the opposite South hosts the land of heat and the dark wood,
named Muspell. East was the home of the giants, Jotunheim?®®. Niflheim was the reign of Hel,
daughter of Loki, who was sent by Odin in that world to govern the souls of the dead?.

A clear indication of the direction of this land is given in the Snorri’s Edda, in the section dedicated
to the death of Baldr. Hermod, one of the son of Odin, is the one chosen to undertake the journey to
Helheim to offer a ransom to Hel if she let Baldr return to Asgard. During the journey he asks for

information to a maiden keeper of the golden Gjoll Bridge:

«I ride to Hel in search of Baldr, But have you seen anything of Baldr on the Hel Road?»
She replied that Baldr had ridden across the Gjoll Bridge, «and down and to the North lied the Road to Hel?'».

As long the reign of the dead lays in the North, is possible that the reign of the Zsir, Asgard, is
situated in the South, giving in this way a possible explanation to the choice of the N-S axis for the
burials. 22Asgard is at the same time in the middle of the world and of the sky, at the extreme periphery
of space as opposed to the realm of the underworld?®. The ancient conception was that Niflheim was
located down respect the other worlds, where one of the three roots of the Cosmic Tree Yggdrasill is
originated. This strange conception of the cosmos can make us think about how much the perception

of the opposites and the cardinal points could be.

2.3 Ancestors

A particular case in highlighted by Martin Rundkvist in the Gotlandic cemetery of Barshalder. While
in the Viking age burials the choice of orientation (always N-S) was not correlated with gender or the
artefacts, it was connected with age. He noticed, indeed, that in a restrict number of children’s graves,
the choice of orientation does not respect the main rule of the N-S axis, however seems that the aim

was the creation of a group of graves of the same family, in which the children’s burials tried to fit in

18 Chiesa Isnardi, p. 50.

19 Chiesa Isnardi 1991, p. 49; Lindstrom 1997, p. 119.

20 Sturluson, p. 59. While the Valhalla was the house of the warriors dead during a battle, Hel hosted the souls of people
whom the death was caused by disease or old age. Cfr Chiesa Isnardi. pp. 71, 72.

2L Sturluson, p. 82; Chiesa Isnardi p. 71.

22 Zugaiar, 2012, p. 9.

23 Chiesa Isnardi 1991, p. 57.



the space of the older ones (probably the grandfather and the grandmother). 2* Perhaps is possible to
give a similar explanation to the Grave in Facility 12 in Eke, where the skeletons | and Il appear to
have been deposited in correlation of skeleton I11, following a small rotation from the main orientation

axis to adapt the burials to the older one.

3. Conclusions

Different attempts were made to give some possible explanations to the choice of orientation for the
graves, in particular way for the Viking Age graves: the election of the N-S axis can be connected to
mythology beliefs, for example the location of the two Worlds of Dead, or reasons associated to the
place that the same defuncts used to dwell in life, or reasons connected to the presence of other linked
burials in the graveyard. The sensible rotation of the axis from the right cardinal points may be due
to the choice to adapt the burial towards other previous graves or constructions, otherwise because
another conception of cardinal points was preferred.

Maybe is also possible to apply the same interpretations to the Migration period graves, giving
religious or social explanation to the preference to place the head in the Northern edge of the burial,
but the studies in this regard are not sufficient to give a convincing justification, and any account
about it would be too precarious to be persuasive. However, is important to notice that this main
change accrued in the Viking age, while on Gotland the tendency to bury people with the head

northwards was a constant choice also during the eras before Migration period.

24 Rundkvist, pp. 83, 84.
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Appendix 5.

Animal Offerings and Ritual Activity

by Cherie Jeanette Larkin

Excavations in Eke parish, situated on the south-east coast of Gotland, conducted
during the 2021 summer field course run by Arendus AB have uncovered two separate
facilities with a mixture of human and animal remains. One of the facilities (L1977:4153) is
clearly a grave while the other facility (L2021:1504) is an undefined structure containing
cremation remains. Previous excavations in the nearby areas of Eke and Rone parish have
also uncovered animal remains which may be linked to common beliefs and traditions on
Gotland that show parallels to the practices in the wider Scandinavian region.

Inhumation Grave (L1977:4153) Guding’s Castle

The investigation of a large stone packing (L1977:4153, construction 7) inside the ancient
hillfort of Guding’s Castle resulted in the discovery of a male inhumation grave tentatively
dated to the Viking Age. The dating is based on
the typology of the penannular brooch found
within the grave. Samples from the skeletal

remains have been sent for **C analysis to
determine more precise dating. The facility is
situated in the south of Guding’s Castle, just to
the east of a number of graves that were
excavated in previous field courses. The grave
(7:2) was situated centrally within the stone
packing and oriented in a north-south direction,
indicating a pagan burial. While excavating the
soil around the cranium, to facilitate its removal,
a few small bird bones were uncovered (Fig. 1 &
2). Later, after the removal of the remains from
the grave, cleaning of the cranium fragments
uncovered two more bird bones within the soil
attached to the fragments. The cranium was : . :
heavily fractured and filled with soil which may Figure 1. Detail of cranium from skeleton in faczllty
account for some of the bird bones being found  1.1977:4153, construction 7:2. Photograph by author.
seemingly within the cranium. Unfortunately,
the small amount and size of the bones made it
difficult to identify the species of bird. The
nearness to the cranium points to the deposit of
the bird remains as being most likely
intentional. However, it has been difficult to
find exact parallels in other grave settings in the
area around Guding’s Castle. A single fish
vertebra was found in the sifting of the soil from
the grave, however, this cannot be confirmed as
an intentional deposit.

Figure 2. Bird bones found near the cranium of the
skeleton in construction 7:2. Photograph by Dan
Carlsson.



Cremation Grave (L2021:1504) Eke Parish

During the same field season, another facility was found to contain animal remains together
with those of a human. Approximately 200 meters south-east of the Guding’s Castle
ramparts, facility L2021:1504, construction 1 contained cremation remains that were a
mixture of human and small animal bones. The human remains consisted of two cranium
fragments while the other identifiable bones were from one or more small animals, possibly
including a dog (Petter Akeson, personal communication, 02 September 2021).
Unfortunately, many of the bones were too small to be identified. A sample of the remains

have been sent for '“C analysis.

The cremation remains were found in the center of a small circular stone setting that
was itself located inside a larger ring of stones that vaguely resemble the outline of a ship
(Fig. 3). The stones appear heavily disturbed, this might be partially attributed to the tree
roots growing throughout the facility. The cremation remains themselves might also have
been affected by the root system since they were located under one of the roots.

Go. Eke parish. 2021. L2021:1504, layer llI

Figure 3. Vertical plan of facility L2021:1504. The vague ship-like stone outline is highlighted in purple. Construction 1,
highlighted in yellow, contained the cremation remains. F32 marks the location where the lance was found.

Although not a clear ship setting, the overall structure might correlate to a ship
setting with less tightly packed stones (Wehlin 2013: 59). Cremations located within ship
settings occur in various ways including being contained within an urn or other sealed
container, within a stone coffin or a combination of both. They are also found as only the



burned remains themselves without any form of container (Wehlin 2013: 61). There was no
evidence of an urn or stone coffin in facility L2021:1504 which would have held the remains.

Ship settings on Gotland ceased around 700

BC so it will be necessary to obtain “c dating on the
cremation remains in order to consider the possibility
that this could be a ship setting (Martinsson-Wallin &
Wehlin 2017: 242).

In the same facility (roughly 1 meter to the
north), within the ship-like framing of stones, the tip
of a lance was found stuck between some small rocks.
The shaft was broken off and the lance was oriented
with the tip pointing vertically upwards (Fig. 4).
Weapons such as spears, swords and axes have been
found plunged into Viking Age cremation remains or [
into the ground next to them in regions including Wb | R e 53
Sodermanland, Uppland, Oland, and Aland Figure 4. Lance tip (F32) partially excavated.
(Nordberg 2002: 15-19). This leads to the question of  Photograph by Dan Carlsson.
whether the lance was originally connected to the
cremation and was later displaced. However, if this were the case, the dating of the facility
would be much later than would be possible for a ship setting.

Previous Excavations
Eke Parish
Graves

Unlike the grave (L1977:4153, construction 7:2) excavated during this year’s field course, the
graves excavated within the ramparts of Guding’s Castle during the 2018 field course did
not contain any animal bones (Carlsson & Bokor 2018: 59-60). However, the 2019 excavation
included the grave of a young adult male from the Migration Period (Eke 101:1),
approximately 600 meters west from Guding’s Castle, which contained two unburned
fragments of cow bone (Bokor & Carlsson 2019: 16; Bengtsson & Carlsson 2020: 87). In
addition, the 2020 excavation had one probable grave (Eke 95:1, construction 2),
approximately 800 meters west from Guding’s Castle, which may have contained two
different cremation graves. The remains included three human phalanges from a young
adult in addition to several animal bones including bird, horse, cow, sheep or goat, pig, and
fish. The facility is broadly dated from the Migration Period to the Early Middle Ages based
on objects found in the grave (Bengtsson & Carlsson 2020: 41-42, 89-90, 94).

Structures

Other excavated facilities in the region around Eke have also uncovered various types of
animal offerings. In 2019, Arendus excavated a facility (Eke 99:1), which lies on a small ridge
800 meters from Guding’s Castle, as part of the summer field school. The facility includes
four postholes (2.2 m apart) that form a quadrant (fig. 5) and has been referred to in the
previous years’ reports as “The Tower” (Bokor & Carlsson 2019: 21; Bengtsson & Carlsson
2020: 99). One of the postholes contained a whetstone while another contained bones of




various species of small animals (Bokor & Carlsson 2019: 21-23). The animal bones included
those from a hare, a large bird, a small bird, a sheep, and a frog (Bokor & Carlsson 2019: 23;
Bengtsson & Carlsson 2020: 87). At the time of the excavation the deposit of animal remains
appeared to be a deliberate act (Bokor & Carlsson 2019: 22). However, according to the
excavation report, the frog remains may have been a natural occurrence and not part of the
initial deposit (Bengtsson & Carlsson 2020: 94). Remnants of two wooden posts (7:3 & 7:4)
were dated to 861-985 AD and 764-886 AD respectively, which would place them clearly
within the Viking Age (Bokor & Carlsson 2019: 21).

The animal bones and whetstone found in the postholes could be viewed as building
offerings. Building offerings are artefacts that are deposited in a structure at the time of its
construction, when alterations are made to the structure, or when the structure is abandoned
or demolished. Deposits in postholes are a type of building offering and can include various
objects such as whetstones, tools, ceramics and gold foil figures as well as animal bones
(Falk 2002: 66-67; Jonsson 2014: 25, 54-55). While the inclusion of typical building deposit
items in the postholes might point to this having been a structure, the question arises of
what kind of structure could it have been. The thickness of the posts (35 cm) and the use of
granite stones to encase the posts would point to a need to support a heavy structure,
however, the small area (4.84 m?) would not be practical for an enclosed structure (Bokor &
Carlsson 2019: 21). There is the possibility that rather than an enclosed structure, the posts
may have supported an elevated platform.



Rone Parish
Uggarderojr

The Uggarde cairn (Uiggarderojr) is located along the eastern coast of Gotland, north of
Guding’s Castle. An excavation conducted in 2009 in the Uggarde 3:1 area, led by Helene
Martinsson-Wallin, focused on the area just to the west and south-west of the Bronze Age
Uggarderojr (Rone 10:1). The excavation included a stone setting (Rone 10:3), a heap of fire-
cracked stones (Rone 10:4), a stone posthole (Rone 10:5), and three test pits that were located
on the outer edge of the cairn. Animal remains were found in four of these facilities
(Martinsson-Wallin & Wehlin 2010; Martinsson-Wallin & Wehlin 2017: 236).

The stone setting (10:3) was found to contain a central burial that included charcoal
and burnt bones as well as both burnt and unburnt bones of various species scattered
throughout the construction. It is important to note that many of the bones were not
identifiable. Of those that could be identified, five were cremated human bones (F2) while
the rest were unburnt animal bones including goat’s teeth (F143), a pig’s tooth (F56), and a
single bird bone (F200) for which the species was not identifiable. In addition, an unburnt

sheep’s tooth (F142) was submitted for e analysis with the calibrated date of 510-200 BC
(Early Iron Age). A charcoal sample from the bottom of the construction was dated to 1450~
1190 BC (Bronze Age) (Martinsson-Wallin & Wehlin 2010: 8-11, 30-31).

Animal bones of various species were also found in the heap of fire-cracked stones
(10:4) located south/south-east of the stone setting (10:4). Although the condition of the
stones in the construction pointed to repeated burnings, the bones were found on the
outskirts of the construction and were unburnt (Martinsson-Wallin & Wehlin 2010: 11, 29).
The animal bones included those from hare (F6), dog (F7), pig (F7), and cow (F7). A single
unburnt human wrist bone was also found (F7) (Martinsson-Wallin & Wehlin 2010: 29, 32).
The construction was dated to 1440-1130 BC (Early Bronze Age) based on charcoal samples
(Martinsson-Wallin & Wehlin 2010: 11, 27).

Two of the test pits dug on the outer stone edge chain of the cairn contained cow
bones. Test pit 1 appeared to be a possible posthole showing evidence of contact with fire in
the discolored soil (Layers 4-5). However, within Layer 4, three unburnt bones from a cow’s
foot (F22) dating to 570-780 AD (Late Iron Age/Vendel Period) were found. The
construction also contained some flint and stone fragments. Test pit 2 was also interpreted as
a posthole with the only find being a cow’s tooth dating to 430-650 AD (Late Iron Age/
Migration-Vendel Period) (Martinsson-Wallin & Wehlin 2010: 14-16).

Animal Remains

Death rituals retained a level of continuity from 200 AD throughout the first millennium
until the Christianization of Scandinavia. It was common during this time for domestic
animals and birds of prey to be included in graves (Jennbert 2006: 135-136). The species of
animal and the manner of deposition can vary depending on the type of grave, the status of
the individual, the time-period and the specific region. The slaughter of animals for a death



ritual could be seen as an expression of a person’s wealth as they could afford to sacrifice
these animals (Jennbert 2006: p.138). The inclusion of various types of animals in graves may
also have been connected to the attendant spirits, known as fylgur, that were associated with
an individual (Jennbert 2006: 135-137). In addition to graves, animal remains are found as
building offerings and in connection with ritual activity.

There are many examples of bird remains in Scandinavian graves during the Viking
Age and the preceding millennium. Although bird remains are not uncommon burial
deposits in Scandinavia, the type of bird and the context of the deposit can differ. The
presence of bird bones encompasses both male and female as well as cremation and
inhumation graves. The species of bird found can include chicken, goose, duck, and birds of
prey such as falcon or hawk. Unfortunately, the fragility of bird bones means that some may
not survive the natural decomposition that occurs in inhumation graves nor the cremation
process resulting in them being underrepresented in excavation reports (Karpinska 2018:
120, 124).

The various species of birds used may also be connected to their possible meaning
and usage. Domestic birds, such as chickens, ducks, and geese, may have been placed in the
grave as sacrifices or ‘'meat additions” (Fleischbeigaben) (Karpinska 2018: 125). An exception to
this is the presence of complete chickens exclusively in female graves (Strehlau 2018: 51).
Birds of prey, such as the falcon, may have been considered status symbols which were used
as grave goods and occur exclusively in high status male graves (Karpinska 2018: 126, 128;
Strehlau 2018: 51).

Dogs are commonly found in prehistoric Scandinavian graves, with increasing
frequency between c. 500-1100 AD. Similar to birds, dogs are found in various types of
graves including cremation, chamber, and boat graves of both males and females of all ages
and social status (Graslund 2004: 167-168; Strehlau 2018: 30-33). Animal remains from the
Vendel Period and Viking Age graves in Uppland, Sweden show that dogs are the most
common animal found in burials (Strehlau 2018: 30-33). On Gotland, dog remains have been
found in Viking Age graves of both males and females in Hellvi (Graslund 2004: 169). Dogs
are also most often, but not always, deposited whole implying that they served a different
purpose in the burial ritual than other domestic animals such as pigs, sheep, goats, cattle,
and chickens (Strehlau 2018: 36, 40).

While the presence of dogs in graves is a seemingly common occurrence, the
meaning behind their inclusion is not completely clear. Kristina Jennbert (2006: 136) posits
that the inclusion of specific animals in graves can be viewed as references to activities for
which the dead person was associated. In the case of dogs, as well as birds of prey, this could
be considered a reference to hunting. The long history of using dogs as companions and the
subsequent connection that has formed between humans and dogs may also account for
their inclusion in graves (Jennbert 2003: 148). Whereas, Anne-Sofie Graslund (2004: 172-173)
states that although the dogs buried with humans may have been their companion or
hunting dogs during life they may also have served another purpose as a “medium between
the living and the dead”. She points to both Balder’s Dreams and the Voluspa which include
references to dogs that are seemingly guardians to Hel (Graslund 2004: 172).

Similar to dogs, horses are one of the most common animals found in graves. They
occur in both inhumation and cremation graves, of males and females of different ages and
social status, however they are most frequent in inhumation graves of high-status young
adult males (Strehlau 2018: 30-34). Cattle, pig, and sheep or goat are also very common



animal depositions and have similar distributions across all grave types (Strehlau 2018: 31-
34). Unlike dogs, horses, and birds of prey, these domestic animals (cattle, pig, sheep/goat)
most often occur as incomplete depositions (Strehlau 2018: 36). When a deposit only
contains partial remains from an animal, they are usually the non-fleshy parts, such as the
cranium, hands, feet, or tail (Strehlau 2018: 54). This may be due to the fleshy parts of the
animal having been used in feasting (Strehlau 2018: 40).

Discussion
Graves

The bird bones found near the cranium of the individual in the Viking Age grave
(L1977:4153 construction 7:2), although too incomplete to positively identify, were
determined to be from a small bird which would make it unlikely to have been a bird of
prey. It is more probable that the bird was placed in the grave as a sacrifice or meat addition,
whether whole or partial is unknown. Fish do occur in burials, however the inclusion of
only one vertebra in an area close to the seacoast does not make it clear that this was a
deliberate deposit (Strehlau 2018: 30).

Facility (L2021:1504, construction 1) contained phalanges of a young human and
various small animal bones, none of which could be identified by species. The bones of a
small mammal could have been those of a dog. The inclusion of a dog and other small
animals along with those of a human in a cremation would be typical during the Bronze or

Iron Age in Scandinavia, but without e dating a more precise time-period cannot be
determined.

The inhumation grave of an adult male (101:1) from the Migration Period contained
two cranium fragments of a cow (Bengtsson & Carlsson 2020: 86-87). The inclusion of only
fragments of a cow’s cranium could be considered the partial remains of a cow that was
slaughtered as part of the ritual activity associated with the burial (Strehlau 2018: 40, 54).

The remains from the probable grave (95:1, construction 2) contained a large amount
of mostly unburned bird bones which ranged in size and could have possibly included
cormorant and teal (Bengtsson & Carlsson 2020: 95). The inclusion of horse bones in the
cremation grave of a young adult would be common for a Vendel Period or Viking Age
grave. However, this is the only facility mentioned in this report with horse remains. The
concentration of the human and animal remains in the center of the facility and the presence
of ceramic fragments which may have been from a container that once held the remains,
makes it likely that the animal remains were sacrifices made in connection to the cremation.
Dating of the facility from the Migration Period to the Early Middle Ages is broad and goes
beyond the pre-Christian era when cremations were common (Bengtsson & Carlsson 2020:
41-42, 94).

‘The Tower’

The bird remains found in the posthole of the so-called ‘tower” (Eke 99:1) dated to the Viking
Age, are likely some type of offering but it is not clear if they were in connection to the
erection of a structure or some other ritual activity associated with the erected posts. An
interesting alternative interpretation of the posts in Eke could be that they were not part of a
larger structure but may have themselves constituted a ritual or cult site. In his account of



the Ras he encountered on the Volga, Ibn Fadlan writes that they erected large blocks of
wood with faces on them at which they would leave offerings of food and alcohol and beg
and prostrate themselves in hopes of improving their trade. If the traders were successful,
they would slaughter a cow or sheep and place the meat at the posts and mount the animal’s
head on top of the post (Fadlan 2017: The Rasiyyah, para. 77). Offerings set in the postholes
are not mentioned in Fadlan’s account, but the concept of erecting what he describes as
‘large blocks of wood’ near a body of water at which offerings are placed does show
parallels to the facility in Eke.

If the posts did support a kind of structure, it seems more likely that it would have
been an open structure, such as a platform, as mentioned previously. In this case, a possible
parallel to the facility in Eke might be found in the four postholes from the Vendel Period
cult site of Lilla Ullevi in the Mdlardalen region of Uppland (Back et al. 2008: 4, 21). Lilla
Ullevi is known as a vi-place, a holy or sacred place, that can include various types of
buildings and structures (Béck et al. 2008: 25, 28). One of these structures, known as a harg,
occurs at Lilla Ullevi and may include the remains of a type of ritual platform known as a
sejdhjill that has been described in the sagas (Back et al. 2008: 28, 37). The harg itself is an
open-air site consisting of only a stone packing from which extends two rows of stones
wherein lies the remains of four postholes (Back et al. 2008: 35-36). The postholes are
described as ‘sturdy’ (kraftiga) and range in size from 0.70 - 0.90 meters in diameter. There is
a distance of 2.3 m between the postholes on the east and west sides and 6.2 m between

those on the north and south sides, covering an area of approximately 14 m?’. The exact form
of the sejdhjill is unknown but it has been described as having four legs, being high or tall
and “difficult to get up to” and ranging in size so as to fit from two people to twelve people
(Béck et al. 2008: 37-40). Although a direct connection cannot be made between the structure
at Lilla Ullevi and the facility in Eke, there are enough similarities to show common
ritualistic elements existed both on mainland Scandinavia and Gotland. Unfortunately, an in
depth look at these elements goes beyond the scope of this report.

Another interesting note about the facility is the existence of a single erected stone on
the south-west side of the four posts (See fig. 5). The stone was found partially tipped over
(the level of which can be observed in the dark soil line on the stone) during the excavation
and was then re-erected. South stones and south structures are found to the south and
south-west of cairns from the Bronze Age (Martinsson-Wallin & Wehlin 2017: 231-232). Even
though the cairns are dated to the Bronze Age, some of the dates from the south structures
and nearby kerbstones show activity into the Iron Age. Uggarderojr, north of Guding’s Castle
in Rone parish, includes deposits of cow bones dated to the Late Iron Age (c. 430-650 AD
and c. 580-770 AD) and Digerrojr, 40 km north, has charcoal dates from the Early and Late
Iron Age (c. 70 - 225 AD, c. 260 - 420 AD, and c. 720 - 940 AD) (Martinsson-Wallin & Wehlin
2017: 236-238).

It is clear that facility 99:1 is not a grave, nor was it built during the Bronze Age, so
the existence of this erected stone brings up questions about its use and meaning and
whether or not it was placed in its location previous to the construction of the posts. Looking
at a photograph of the south structure from Digerrojr (fig. 6), it is easy to see similarities with
facility 99:1. The similarities could be a coincidence, but it is important to consider whether



figure 6. A “south structure” located next to Digerrojr in eastern Gotland. Photograph by Joakim Wehlin. (Martinsson-
Wallin & Wehlin 2017: 237).

facility 99:1 could have been an earlier ritual site that has been reused and possibly
repurposed over time.

Uggarderojr

The stone setting (10:3) from Uggarderojr consisted of multiple layers of activity, the oldest of
which has been interpreted as a grave which included a concentration of burned bones
(Martinsson-Wallin & Wehlin 2010: 18). The facility included burned human bones, one
unburned bird bone in addition to unburned goat and pig bones (Martinsson-Wallin &
Wehlin 2010: 8-11, 18, 30-31). The mixture of human and animal bones points to ritual
activity in connection with the cremation burial. However, the facility shows activity
ranging from the Early Bronze Age to the Early Iron Age.

The heap of fire-cracked stones (10:4) dated to the Early Bronze Age, is more difficult
to interpret. The evidence of repeated burnings of the stones in combination with animal
bones from different species points to ritual activity. However, the types of bones found
(hare, dog, pig, cow) seem to be a mixture of sacrificial animals (hare, pig, cow) and a
depositional animal (dog), in addition to a human wrist bone, all of which were unburned. If
all of these bones had shown some evidence of contact with fire, they would constitute a
typical cremation assemblage.

The postholes found in the test pits dug around the edge of Uggarderojr (Rone 10:1)
contained fragments of cow feet and a cow tooth dated to the Late Iron Age (Migration and
Vendel Periods). Similar to the grave in Eke (101:1), the presence of the non-fleshy parts of a



cow point to them being remains of a slaughtered animal which served as a kind of symbolic
deposit in the postholes (Strehlau 2018: 55, 59). Parallels can also be seen with the postholes
in Eke (99:1) which contained animal remains.

The presence of postholes, seemingly unrelated to a construction, containing deposits
of animal bones, again raises the question of the use of these posts. The inclusion of only the
cow’s feet and a tooth, both coming from non-fleshy body parts, points to these being the
remains of a possible ritualistic slaughter. Neil Price (2008: 260-261) mentions the presence
of small pits dug along the edges of burial mounds where extended burial rituals may have
occurred. Could the posts along the edge of the cairn have served a similar purpose as sites
of ritual activity? The dating of the constructions connected to Uggarderojr point to ritual
activity over an extended period of time from the Early Bronze Age to the Late Iron Age. The
charcoal dates seem to be from the earlier Bronze Age activity whereas the dating of the
animal bones tend to be from the Iron Age. The range of dates means that this site was, as
stated by Martinsson-Wallin and Wehlin (2010: 21; 2017: 237), reused over two millennium
for various burial and ritual activities.

Summary

The animal remains found at various sites along the eastern coast of Gotland show a
continuity of traditions and reuse of ritual sites. Animals have been used as offerings in
burial and ritual activities throughout the Bronze and Iron Age. Although some variations
occur, the recurrence of animals used and the reuse of sites over millennium show that the
local inhabitants have retained certain belief systems and traditions that must have served a
purpose to the community.
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Grinding Grooves in the Parishes of Grotlingbo, Eke and Rone
Anna Sointula

Introduction

The Connecting Point is a project which started in 2018 and has studied the continuity of human activities in
the coastal areas southeast of Gotland. During the summer of 2021, the excavations carried out in the
parishes (socken) of Grotlingbo, Eke and Rone, which includes landscapes with many registered ancient
monuments and remains such as graves, hillforts, and other constructions, dated from the Early Bronze Age
to the Early Middle Ages. In the parish of Eke, the areas within and further towards the coast in the southeast
of the Gudings hillfort (L1977:4059) were excavated further. A site (L2021:1494), which initially had been
interpreted and registered as a grave field in the Swedish National Heritage Board’s (RAA) database for
archacological sites and monuments revealed after the investigations in 2021 to be a more complex area with
a variety of different, sometimes diffuse constructions, one of them possibly a slipway for boats (see
L2021:1494, Anl. 8). As already noted in the reports from the previous years of the project, one group of
ancient monuments detected within the close perimetries of the investigated sites, is the stones with grinding
grooves (sliprdnnor, slipskdaror). Some of these stones are located especially between the heights of 2 and 3
metres above the sea level (MSL), and thus a likely dating for these grinding grooves was suggested to be
between the years of 800 and 1200 AD. (Bengtsson & Carlsson, 2020: 28).

It seems evident, that the connection between the grinding grooves and water-related activities
near the coastal lines of southeast Gotland exists. The purpose of this paper was to further investigate this
method to chronologise grinding grooves based on estimating ancient coastal lines with MSL data and to
analyse the connection between the grinding grooves and the excavated sites in Grotlingbo, Eke and Rone.
This was carried out with the help of the databases of the Swedish National Heritage Board and the Swedish
mapping, cadastral and land registration authority (Lantméteriet) which were spatially analysed in a
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Software.

Previous Research on the Grinding Grooves

Stones with grinding grooves have been found all around Europe, as well as some other continents such as
Africa and Australia. A high number of them have also been found on the Swedish island of Gotland, where
according to some estimates there would be approximately 900 stones with 3600 grinding grooves (Figure
1.) (Gannholm, 2017: 4). These stones and grooves can often vary in their shape, form and even material, but
most commonly on Gotland these grooves were made on limestone.

The creation and function of the grinding grooves on Gotland have baffled researchers for
decades and several different theories about them have been presented (e.g., an astronomical calendar).
These stones with grooves can even be called with different names based on the theories that the author
believes in: in Gotland these stones are commonly called as svdrdslipningsstenar (eng. sword sharpening
stones), due to a local tradition according to which their ancestors used these stones as whetstones for their
swords or dragons have used them to clean their things (Sdve, 1880). In Gotlandic history writing, these
grooves have often been explained by some sort of ritual practice and some have even suggested them to
have had a cult status, especially after Arthur Nordén first suggested this view in his article “Sliprdnnornas
och skdlgroparnas problem” (1942).
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Figure 1. The stones with grinding grooves on
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analysed the coastline chronology of Gotland and
concluded, that the locations of the grooves closest to
the coast would have been covered by the seawater
until 600 AD. (Munthe, 1933). Torsten Martensson,
on the other hand stated in 1936, how it is entirely as possible that the grinding grooves were made during
the prehistoric, as during any other later time (Martensson, 1936: 131). In 1985 an in-depth study of the
grinding grooves on Gotland was also conducted by Maya Schmidt, who believed them to be linked with
black smithing during the Iron Age (Schmidt, 1985). During the past decades there have been some other
attempts to date these grooves (e.g., Grannholm, 2017), but any common consensus on the matter has yet to
be achieved.

The grinding grooves in Europe have also been dated differently based on their location. In
France, these stones with grinding grooves are generally dated to the Neolithic period (Audoux et al, 1992).
The grooves found from France have previously been compared with the Gotlandic ones because of their
slightly similar appearance (Gannholm, 2020). The French grooves, however, tends to have a more V-shaped
form compared to the U-shape of the Gotlandic grooves (Gannholm, 1992: 7). There is also another group of
stones with grinding grooves, which has rarely been compared with the Gotlandic ones regardless of many
similarities in their shape, form as well as their location. Seven of these stones that are known today are
located in the areas of modern Finland, more specifically in the province of Tavastia (Aalto, 2020: 7). The
Finnish grinding grooves have not gained as much academic attention as the ones in Sweden, even though,
that they have been known amongst researchers nearly as long (Aalto, 2020: 11). Studies regarding their
dating, however, have been conducted by studying the coastline chronologies and the dating of other nearby
ancient monuments and sites (see e.g., Cleve, 1934 & Ayripii, 1953). Based on these studies the grinding
grooves in Finland have generally been regarded to be made during the Late Iron Age, more specifically
between 800 - 1100 AD. (Aalto, 2020: 12).



Connecting with water

As Gotland is located in the middle of the Baltic Sea (90 kilometres to the Swedish mainland and 130
kilometres to the Baltic lands), maritime connections and activities have had, throughout the ages, a
significant role in the lives of the people who have settled here. The Gotlandic Chronicles, Guta Saga,
written during the 13th century is the earliest document to mention trade taking place on the island, however,
many researchers argue that Gotland was a prominent part of international trading routes even centuries prior
(Edquist, 2015: 77). Traces of human settlements during the Early Iron Age are not frequently met in
locations close to the Gotlandic coasts, which however changes during the Late Iron Age and Early Middle
Ages when several stone fences, graves and farms started to appear along the coast (Bokor & Carlsson, 2020:
7).

According to an old folk song, the fishing hamlet of Kronvalls, located in the parish of Ekste,
was the place where the Danish king Valdemar IV Atterdag landed with his army in 1361, as they came to
invade Visby (d’Agnan, 2010: 236). It is not, however, possible to say with absolute certainty whether this or
any other fishing hamlet really existed during that period of time. The remains of prehistoric or medieval
harbours and hamlets on Gotland are not frequently met and the remaining traces of evidence are in danger
of being destroyed due to modern exploitation of the coastal areas on Gotland (d’Agnan, 2010: 236). Some
estimates of their location, amount, and even chronological dating of some of the harbours and fishing
hamlets have been made by researchers (see e.g., Sdve, 1880). A map of the locations of medieval harbours
on Gotland can be retrieved from the webpage of the County Administration on Gotland (e.g., Figure 2.).
From the figures below (Figures 3.-5.) it is possible to see how the locations of these places which have been
interpreted as medieval harbours align with some of the remaining fishing hamlets in the parishes of
Grotlingbo, Eke and Rone. From this it is possible to deduce that certain maritime activities continued to be
carried out in these locations.
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Figure 2. Estimated locations of the medieval harbours in the parishes of Grétlingbo, Eke and
Rone (© Lantmateriet, Region Gotland).
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Figure 3. The fishing hamlets of Petsarvebod and Ronningsbod marked with red circles
(©Lantmateriet, edited by the author).
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Figure 4. The fishing hamlets of Bybod, Djaupkrok and Kroken marked with red circles
(©Lantmateriet, edited by the author).
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Figure 5. The fishing hamlets of Kroken, Raudstajn and Ronehamn marked with red circles
(©Lantmateriet, edited by the author).

Figure 6. Three
of the stones
with grinding
grooves in
Finland. The
grinding
grooves are
marked with
the stars, sites
dated to Iron
Age are
marked with a
blue dot,
diamond and a
triangle
pointing
upwards
(Aalto, 2020:
14).




As already presented (Figure 1.), the locations of the stones with grinding grooves on Gotland
are also most often met in close perimetries from the coast or other areas which have been lakes or ponds
before the draining of the wetlands during the 1950’s. This seems to be the case with the grinding grooves
found in Finland as well (Figure 6.) (Aalto, 2020: 12). Therefore, it would be possible to argue that the
function of the grinding grooves were closely connected with water related activities. Therefore, studying the
past sea levels and coastline chronology with the most reoccurring locations of the stones with the grinding
grooves might give some indicators of the time during which they were made.

Analysing The Spatial Data

As already mentioned, this study was conducted with the help of different databases from the Swedish
National Heritage Board and the Swedish mapping, cadastral and land registration authority and analysed in
a GIS Mapping Software. The percentages of the sites with grinding grooves within 4 metres above the
modern sea level were compared with the total amount of sites with grinding grooves in the parishes of
Grotlingbo, Eke and Rone. During the course of the study, some challenges regarding data collection and
management were met, which are critically taken into account and further explained here. Some challenges
regarding the estimation of ancient coastal lines and its changes are also considered.

To be able to locate all of the stones with grinding grooves within the parishes of Grotlingbo,
Eke and Rone on the map, it was necessary to gather and analyse the information from the map service
(Fornsok) on the Swedish National Heritage Board’s web page. Using this service, it was possible to search
data based on several different attributes or criteria, for example, the location, category of the monument or
site, or their official number in the register. The information in this database consists of data gathered during
the past 80 years (rad.se, n.d.). Due to this, some of the monuments and sites in Fornsok may be registered
with several different coordinates, and the categorisations are not always consistent.

These challenges were also met while searching for the stones with the grinding grooves from
the parishes of Grétlingbo, Eke and Rone. The stones with the grinding grooves are registered with several
different names and categorised under different types of monuments. Several different methods of searching
for the grinding grooves were tested during the process of this study, and only one search word (sliprdnnor)
which was able to produce the most coherent results was used later in the statistical calculations (Figure 7.).
The total number of sites detected with the search word “sliprdnnor” were 1305, while the second largest
number of sites (1050) was achieved with the search word “svardslipningssten”. With a closer examination
of the search results, it was discovered, that most of the hits with the search word “svérdslipningssten” were
also found with the search word “sliprdnnor”, as were the hits with the search word “sipskaror”. There were
also some sites which were left undetected regardless but discovered to be sites with grinding grooves after a
closer examination of the documents provided by Fornsdk. Many of the sites matched with the search also
consisted very different number of stones and grinding grooves, and it seemed that these larger groupings
were most common in the areas closer to the shore.

With the help of MSL data, the number of detected sites within at least four metres above the
current sea level were also calculated. The actual number of the sites with grinding grooves in these parishes
is therefore most likely not accurate nor reflects the number of stones or the grinding grooves in them, and
only the percentages should be considered as an indicative result of this statistical study.

Number of sites within 4 metres
above the sea Figure 7. Number of the sites
level with grinding grooves in the
Grotlingbo 40 17 42,5% parishes of Grotlingbo, Eke
Eke 23 2 8,7% dR
Rone 53 14 26,4 % an one.

Total 116 35 ~30%




As the sea level around Gotland is receding, this study has used a certain estimate regarding
the past tectonic uplift (land uplift) on the island. The application of modern GPS techniques has been able to
improve the reliability of these kind of studies during the past decade (Nerheim, 2008: 5), even though there
are always more challenges the further back in time it is necessary to go. It should be noted, for example, that
this method is mostly applicable in the calculation of the absolute land uplift, which means the post-glacial
rebound caused by the pressure of the ice sheets being released due to their melting (Nerheim, 2008: 5). This
also means, that the level of the sea, is technically consistent and the land uplift is being seen as proportional
to it. The changes and movements of the sea level, however, are rarely stable. Therefore, to be able to
estimate the apparent land uplift, more studies regarding the paleolimnology of the specific region or area in
question would be recommendable.

According to a report by SMHI (The Swedish Meteorological and Hydrological Institute),
published in 2008, the amount of land uplift on southern Gotland is approximately 0,2 centimetres per year
(Nerheim, 2008: 5). Based on this, it is possible to calculate a careful estimate of 2 metres land uplift since
the year 1000 AD. In the following figures (Figures 8.-10.) it is possible to see three locations in the coastal
areas of the parishes of Grotlingbo, Eke and Rone, where the levels above the sea are demonstrated with red
height curves while the yellow areas depict the sites with grinding grooves. The light purple areas depict
other ancient monuments and sites. According to the hypothesis of this study, it is possible to create a
terminust post quem to the stones with grinding grooves in the parishes of Grétlingbo, Eke and Rone, which
based on the results of this study is 1000 years, as there were no sites with grinding grooves detected below

the height of 2 metres above the sea level.
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Figure 8. Height curves (red) in relation with the grinding grooves (yellow) and other ancient
monuments and sites (light purple) in Rone.



Figure 9. Height curves (red) in relation with the grinding grooves (yellow) and other ancient
monuments and sites (light purple) in Eke.

Figure 10. Height curves (red) in relation with the grinding grooves (yellow) and other ancient
monuments and sites (light purple) in Grotlingbo.



Conclusive remarks

Due to the above-mentioned challenges, the results of this study can only be seen as indicative and
preliminary. It is also difficult to calculate any possible margin of error, since this would require a larger
sampling. Some important points regarding the methodologies used in this study can be made, which would
likely benefit any future study on the topic. It seems evident, that it is not always fruitful or possible to use
the database of the Swedish National Heritage Board as a source for statistical or perhaps even spatial study
regarding the grinding grooves on Gotland. The amount of grinding grooves on Gotland remains
questionable before new methods of recording as well as maintaining data in a coherent, consistent manner
are discovered and employed.

The function and creation of the grinding grooves can only be speculated and were not exactly
at the focus of this study. It is however noteworthy regarding the dating of the grinding grooves as well to
state that the areas surrounding their current locations seem to have had long traditions with maritime
activities. Based on this it is possible to carefully suggest a practical purpose, even though the many
prehistoric maritime motifs with cult status (e.g., certain picture stones and ship settings) found around
Gotland should not be forgotten. The lack of mention of the grinding grooves in Guta Saga or any other
historical literary sources would also indicate towards this interpretation. Considering the most common
height above the sea level for the locations of the grinding grooves in the parishes of Grétlingbo, Eke and
Rone, it seems that the phenomena or trend around the grinding grooves had its fluorescence between the
years 0 AD. - 1000 AD. Later relocation of the stones is of course possible, however questioned by the
author due to the inability of finding any reasonable motive (ideological or pragmatic) or signs from the
archaeological records to do so. It seems also evident, that the grinding grooves on Gotland can be from
many different traditions from different time periods and thus it can be challenging or perhaps ineffectual to
try to determine the differences between these traditions.

An interesting factor is that the results of this study seem to align with the ones regarding the
dating of the grinding grooves in Finland. There are also many similarities within the landscapes surrounding
the locations of the grinding grooves. Therefore, it would be a reasonable to suggest more studies where the
grinding grooves from Gotland would be more systematically compared to the ones found from Finland.
More profound studies regarding regional coastal chronologies as well as practical recording of the locations
of the grinding grooves on Gotland would however be necessary for future research.
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Illustrations

Figure 1. The stones with grinding grooves on Gotland according to Gannholm (Gannholm, 2020: 46).

Figure 2. Estimated locations of the medieval harbours in the parishes of Grétlingbo, Eke and Rone (©
Lantmateriet, Region Gotland).

Figure 3. The fishing hamlets of Petsarvebod and Ronningsbod marked with red circles (OLantméteriet,
edited by the author).

Figure 4. The fishing hamlets of Bybod, Djaupkrok and Kroken marked with red circles (OLantmaiteriet,
edited by the author).

Figure 5. The fishing hamlets of Kroken, Raudstajn and Ronehamn marked with red circles (©OLantmaiteriet,
edited by the author).

Figure 6. Three of the stones with grinding grooves in Finland. The grinding grooves are marked with the
stars, sites dated to Iron Age are marked with a blue dot, diamond and a triangle pointing upwards (Aalto,
2020: 14).

Figure 7. Number of the sites with grinding grooves in the parishes of Grétlingbo, Eke and Rone. Made by
the author.

Figure 8. Height curves (red) in relation with the grinding grooves (yellow) and other ancient monuments
and sites (light purple) in Rone. Made by the author.

Figure 9. Height curves (red) in relation with the grinding grooves (yellow) and other ancient monuments
and sites (light purple) in Eke. Made by the author.

Figure 10. Height curves (red) in relation with the grinding grooves (yellow) and other ancient monuments
and sites (light purple) in Grotlingbo. Made by the author.






Fragan om nivaer for stenar med slipskaror och slipytor och stensittningar lings den
gotlindska kusten.

Carin Runqvist, Ulla Nordstrom, Birgitta Aberg, Konrad Lundberg, Katarina Nordqvist och
Johnny Wallin.

En studie har genomforts for att kontrollera pa vilken hojd stensittningar och hallristningar ligger
utmed sddra Gotlands stra och véstra kuster. Mdtningarna borjar i héjd med Klintehamn/
Ronehamn och slutar vid Burgsvik/Oja och omfattar objekt nedanfor 5-meterskurvan. Med
hallristningar avses hér objekt och lokaler med stenar med sliprannor och slipytor. Arbetet utgar
fran ur laserkartor upprattade meternivaer, dvs med kurvor pa 1, 2, 3 meter och sa vidare.

En sammanstillning av resultaten visar att antalet héllristningar pa ¢stkusten vida 6verstiger
antalet stensittningar (97 resp 20). Férekomsten av fornlamningar &r relativt jaimn utefter hela
strackan, nagot glesare mot soder, dédr ocksd andelen stensdttningar &r ndgot hogre.

Pa véstkusten dr stensdttningarna nast intill obefintliga (2 av 164). Hér dr langa strackor helt utan
fornlamningar av dessa typer (klintlandskap).

Sammanfattningsvis dr genomsnittsnivderna for stensattningar pa ostra sidan 3,25 m
och pa véstra sidan 4,5 m. Motsvarande for hallristningarna &r 2,78 m resp 2,5. Dock bor

observeras att siffrorna for stensittningar pa vastra sidan &r baserade pa ett mycket litet antal (2).

De aktuella nivderna framgar av diagrammen nedan.

Jamférelse stenséattningars och héllristningars placering (méh) pa Gotlands sédra ostkust fran
Ronehamn till Oja
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